OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL NEWS FOR PARISH MAGAZINE AUGUST 2026
With the World Cup underway and, at the time of writing, England continuing to progress, football fever is certainly in the air! A Washford resident recently approached the Parish Council with a request to mark out a football pitch on the Recreation Ground and install nets on the goalposts for local children to enjoy now that the school's annual Sports Day has taken place. The Council was pleased to agree to the proposal, and the pitch should be appearing soon. We hope this will provide a great opportunity for children and families to get outdoors, have fun, and perhaps even practice their World Cup-winning skills. 
Upgrading the Washford Rec has been a major undertaking for the parish council this year. We have new play equipment and picnic benches for children and families to enjoy, and for other age groups the resurfacing of the Multi Use Games Area will bring a variety of sporting opportunities.
Contractors will be on site for two weeks from mid-August, removing the old surface and laying a new one, marking out courts for tennis, pickleball and football.  The work will inevitably cause some disruption with vehicles and heavy machinery on site and a storage compound at the Memorial Hall.  We appreciate that residents may have concerns, but the experienced contractors will be doing all they can to minimise the inconvenience.  Safety is our priority.
Safety issues relating to the new Tregenna development off Huish Lane, Washford, have been raised, and following a meeting with local councillors the builders have agreed to improve signage and ensure safety protocols are enforced, particularly relating to lorry movements, 
Concerns have been reported at Roadwater with cars parking on the pavement opposite the Lowood camping site, making it impossible for pedestrians on this busy entrance to the village. The problem appears to be exacerbated by vegetation encroaching from the large earth bank, and we are trying to establish ownership of the bank.  Overhanging vegetation at this time of year is a real problem, and householders are reminded that it is their responsibility to cut it back, after nesting season, to enable people to avid stepping in to the road.
The parish council is responsible for a number of assets, including bus shelters, grit bins, and benches. We do inspect these regularly but welcome feedback from residents. We will shortly be replacing the bench near St Andrew’s Church Room, Old Cleeve, which was originally donated by the WI for the Queen’s Golden Jubilee in 2002, but which is in a poor state. The new bench will be made from recycled materials and will require no maintenance.
Although we are all currently sweltering in a heatwave, Somerset Council is thinking ahead to winter road maintenance – and we are being asked to check the grit bins and sacks in the parish to ensure adequate supplies. 
All these issues, which may be small in themselves, are important to our residents and reflect our Parish Plan priorities – to protect and enhance our environment. If you want to know more about our work, or are interested in becoming a councillor, please look at our website: www.oldcleeveparishcouncil.gov.uk where you will also find details of our meeting dates which are open to the public.



 
