OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL – JULY 2026 PARISH MAGAZINE COPY
The last few months have been very busy for the parish council, but we have made significant progress with a number of long-awaited projects for the benefit of the local community. 
We are delighted to announce that we have been successful in obtaining further grant funding to help with the cost of resurfacing the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) at Washford Rec.  These awards from the Hinkley C Fund and the Norman Family Trust, along with the Sports England grant already confirmed, total £20,000 - more than half of the overall cost.
During the school holidays contractors will be replacing the MUGA surface, which will involve heavy machinery and traffic movements, and we ask residents to take particular care when using the play area or footpath through the site. Once completed this will give us an updated, safe and more usable facility for use by residents and the school.
June saw the installation of new Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) funded by the parish council, in Old Cleeve, Chapel Cleeve and Washford, and we are investigating the possibility of a SID in Bilbrook but need to identify a suitable site. As we all know traffic issues have worsened as a direct result of the closure of the B3191.  We hope that the new SIDs will encourage motorists to respect the speed limits and help protect pedestrians and cyclists, particularly on the narrow lanes. Somerset Council has also agreed to increase the signage between Dragons Cross and Blue Anchor.
After many delays we have now acquired part of Puthills Copse, Washford as decided by the council some years ago. This small piece of land, which is at the bottom of Bellevue, is mostly woodland and was declared surplus by the County Council. Costs to date are £2000 and we have also commissioned an ecology report and tree condition survey which will help us to determine how best to preserve and enhance the land.  We will be looking to the community for ideas and feedback on this project which is part of our Parish Plan.
At the annual Parish Assembly in May a number of issues were raised by residents, including concerns about the new housing development off Huish Lane, Washford. We have taken this up with the developers and will be monitoring the situation regarding site traffic.
Concerns were also expressed about preventing a repeat of last year’s serious fire incident caused by sparks from steam locomotives igniting grass on the embankment and then spreading to nearby properties in Washford. The parish council, along with our county councillor Cara Strom, is taking this matter up with the West Somerset Railway and the appropriate authorities as we share this concern. 
Nuisance caused by indiscriminate feeding of seagulls and crows has become noticeable in some areas, and we would ask residents to be mindful that this is both detrimental to the natural feeding habits of the birds and can also encourage them in more aggressive behaviour. The mess created can be both a health hazard and unsightly and rats are attracted to food left lying around. 
Each year the parish council allocates grants to local organisations and we were delighted to award £500 to the South Coast Waves Cheerleading Team, based in Washford, to enable young people to take part in an international competition. We wish them every success.
The July parish council meeting will be held on Monday 20 July at 7pm in Roadwater Village Hall and all are welcome to attend.  More information on the work of the parish council can be found on our website: www.oldcleeveparishcouncil.gov.uk



