OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL – APRIL MAGAZINE ENTRY
The February parish council meeting once again featured concerns over road safety and traffic issues. Old Cleeve residents Richard and Jan Hughes are planning a survey to ascertain whether there is scope for community funding towards a new Speed Indicator Device (SID) for Old Cleeve.  Councillor Margaret Smith also submitted a request on behalf of residents for speed restrictions and a further SID on the approach to Chapel Cleeve and Blue Anchor.
The parish budget for 2026/2027 does not include this potential expenditure, which would be more than £5000, so any such purchase would have to be met from our reserves and agreed by council. At present we have only one SID which is moved around the villages, thanks to Cllr Steve Eggar who is the only person with the required training to do this. We are however awaiting delivery of a solar-powered SID to be sited near Washford station.
Traffic through Washford was raised by a local resident; the damage repeatedly caused to property by heavy lorries. To repair such damage can be prohibitive due to the cost and difficulty in obtaining permission for the temporary traffic lights that would be required. As there are several properties that share this problem we have asked our county councillor, Cara Strom, to take this matter up with the Highways Dept.  The news that 4500 tonnes of rock for coastal defences in Minehead will be transported in HGVs via the A39 was greeted with concern. This is to take place for three months from March, and we are writing to the Environment Agency asking for all contractors to be made aware of the road safety issues in Washford.
With the improvement in the weather the final piece of play equipment is to be installed at Washford Recreation Ground. Thanks to grants, and the determination of volunteers, we have achieved this major project which had been talked about for many years.  Our next project at the Rec is the resurfacing of the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) and we are looking at other funding sources having already obtained a Sports England grant of £7500. 
We continue to fund the youth club at Roadwater, run by Minehead Eye, paying £2500 per year as we know this is an important resource for young people in the area.
Our Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Wednesday 13 May at 7pm at Washford Memorial Hall, and all are invited to attend. We are in the process of acquiring two pieces of land from the County Council – Puthills Copse and the former Bellevue Play area - both in Washford.  We hope that residents will come along to the meeting to give their views on how these can be both protected and enhanced for future generations. We are hoping to invite speakers from Somerset Wildlife Trust and other groups who have experience in community development of open spaces, but most importantly we want to know what you, the residents, feel is important.
We are an active council which, with very limited funds, is trying to protect and enhance our community resources and environment, and if you would like to become involved, either as a councillor or a volunteer on a working party, then we would like to hear from you.  In any event we hope that you will come to our meeting on the 13 May to hear more about our work and to give us your views.
The next regular meeting of the parish council will be on Monday 20 April at 7pm at Roadwater Village Hall.
More information on our website: www.oldcleeveparishcouncil.gov.uk


