
 

 

 
OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 

 

N. B Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that are not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA1972 Sch 
12, paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119).  

 10 June 2025 

Members of Old Cleeve Parish Council, you are hereby summoned to a meeting to be held at 7.00pm on 
Monday 16 June 2025 at Washford Memorial Hall, Washford to transact the business on this agenda. If you 
are not able to attend, please advise the Clerk. 

Andrea Johnson 

Parish Clerk | clerk@oldcleeveparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

AGENDA 

1. To note the resignations of Cllrs Beaver and Hunt 

2. To note apologies for absence and approve reason, where appropriate  

3. Declarations of Interest/Dispensations in respect of matters on the agenda at this meeting 

4. To sign as a correct record the minutes of the meetings held on 19 May 2025 

5. Public Participation 

6. Washford Recreation Ground:  
a. to receive a presentation on a 3G pitch and agree any actions 
b. to resolve to approach the Trustee of the Recreation Ground charity to enter into a 

retrospective management agreement  

7. Planning: To agree a response to the following Planning Application(s) 

Number Location Proposal 
3/26/25/007 Home Farm, Blue Anchor 

Road, Carhampton 
Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for the 
existing siting of caravans to occupy the site without time 
restriction and without restriction on their size or appearance, 
to be used or occupied between the months of 1st April to 
31st October in each year 

 

8. Finance Committee: to note the draft minutes of the Finance Committee held on 2 June 2025. 

9. Matters arising from the Finance Committee meeting: 

a. Bank Mandate: to resolve to add the Finance Committee members as recommended by the 
Finance Committee                                                              ` 

b. Insurance: to resolve to accept the insurance quote from Ecclesiastical, as recommended by 
the Finance Committee                                                              ̀  

9. Policies and plans: to review and adopt the IT Policy 

10. Local Government:  

a. Somerset Councillor – verbal update for Report only 

b. To review the request from Carhampton Parish Council in respect of the Local Government 
Boundary Commission Consultation and agree any actions 

 



 

 

 
OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 

 

N. B Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that are not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA1972 Sch 
12, paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119).  

 

11. Highways:  
a. To review the management of the Speed Indicator Devices and agree any actions 
b. To resolve to purchase 2 collapsible road signs at a cost of £75.91 each 
c. To note the proposed 20mph road scheme in Washford and agree any actions (previously 

circulated) 
d. To note the proposed extension of the 30mph on the A39 at Dragons Cross Junction and agree 

any actions (previously circulated) 
e. To consider a crossing on the A39 and agree any actions 

 
12. Footpaths: to consider the need for a dog bin on the Steam Coast Trail in Washford 

 
13. Somerset Council Chairs Community Awards 2025: to agree a nomination 

 
14. Finance 

a. Bank Reconciliation: to note the statement on 31 May 2025 which has been reviewed and 
approved by the Chair of the Finance Committee  

b. To note expenditure against budget for the year to date 
c. To resolve to make the payments shown on the schedule. 

 
15. Membership and representation 

a. CPRE: to consider membership 
b. Somerset Bus Partnership: to agree a representative 
c. Somerset Flood Group: to resolve to renew the subscription and agree a representative 

 
16. Items for information only  

Clerk’s Report – for information 
Police Newsletter – for information 
June Parish Magazine – for information 
 

18. Items for future agendas 
Environmental Committee membership and terms of reference 
Personnel Committee – to fill the vacancy 
Parish Plan and S106 priorities 

 
 



 OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 19 MAY 2025 at 7PM AT CHURCH 

ROOMS, OLD CLEEVE 
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Present: Cllr Stabb (Chairman), Cllr Beaver, Cllr Gaskin, Cllr De’Ath, Cllr Smith, Cllr Dutton, Cllr 
Scofield, Cllr Gannon and Cllr Johnson-Smith, Cllr Eggar, Cllr Williams, Cllr Hunt and 
Cllr Baker 

In attendance: Andrea Johnson (Clerk) and 3 members of the public 

Absent: None 

 

Minute   

001/25 Election of Chairman  

Cllr Stabb was unanimously elected as Chairman and duly signed the Declaration of Office, 
which was countersigned by the Clerk. Cllr Stabb thanked Cllr Williams for his work as 
Chairman over the previous 12 months. 

 Proposed: Cllr Williams Seconded: Cllr Hunt 

Cllrs Smith and Eggar arrived during this item. 

  

002/25 Election of Vice - Chairman  

Cllr De’Ath was voted as Vice-Chairman, which he duly accepted.  

 Proposed: Cllr Stabb Seconded: Cllr Gannon 

Cllr Baker arrived during this item. 

  

003/25 Co-option of Councillor   

Mr. Barry Cridland had submitted an expression of interest and was invited by the Chairman to 
speak. It was resolved that the vacancy in the Old Cleeve ward should be filled by Mr. Cridland, 
who made his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took his seat on the Council.      

Proposed: Cllr Gannon  Seconded: Cllr Eggar 

Action: Clerk to forward the Register of Interests form to Somerset Council 

  

004/25 Apologies for Absence 

None. 

  

005/25 Declarations of Interest 

None. 

  

006/25 Minutes of the meeting on 14 April 2025 

It was unanimously resolved by those Councillors present who had attended the meeting of the 
Parish Council on 14 April 2025 that the Chair should sign the minutes as a correct record.  
Proposed: Cllr Williams Seconded: Cllr Gannon    
Action: Chair to sign the minutes.   
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Minute   

006/25 Minutes of the meeting on 14 April 2025 

It was unanimously resolved by those Councillors present who had attended the meeting of the 
Parish Council on 14 April 2025 that the Chair should sign the minutes as a correct record.  
Proposed: Cllr Williams Seconded: Cllr Gannon    
Action: Chair to sign the minutes.   

  

007/25 Public participation 

No members of the public wished to speak. 

  

008/25 Croydon Hall, Rodhuish 

Application 6/26/25/002 for change of use from class C2 (residential institution) to class C1 
(hotel) without complying with condition 8 (covered accommodation) and 9 (use of fireworks) of 
approved application 6/26/08/111 was discussed.  

Concerns were raised about noise pollution, environmental impact on wildlife and farm 
animals, and fire risk in an agricultural setting. It was unanimously resolved to object to the 
application. 

Proposed: Cllr Gaskin Seconded: Cllr Gannon 
Action: Clerk to submit response. 

  

009/25 Roadwater Methodist Church, Roadwater 

Application 6/26/25/003 for conversion of the existing church into a single residential unit to 
include alterations to existing access was discussed. Concerns were raised about the location 
of the proposed development in Flood Zone 3, parking arrangements and visibility splays and 
whether all of the land required for parking was owned the applicant. Councillors were keen to 
ensure that the property did not become a second or holiday home. 

It was unanimously resolved to object to the application. 

Proposed: Cllr Dutton Seconded: Cllr Gannon 

Action: Clerk to submit response. 

  

010/25 Committee and Working Group Terms of Reference 

The terms of reference for the Complaints, Personnel and Finance Committees were reviewed, 
together with the Asset Inspection Working and Environment Working Group terms of reference 
and amendments agreed. 

It was unanimously resolved that the Asset Inspection Working Group should be combined 
with the Washford Recreation Ground Working Group and renamed the Community Facilities 
Working Group. 

Proposed: Cllr Williams Seconded: Cllr Baker 

Action: Clerk to update the terms of reference and place revised copies on the website. 
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Minute   

011/25 Appointment of Councillors to Committees and Working Groups  

Councillors were duly elected to Committees and Working Groups as follows:  

• Complaints Committee: Cllrs Baker, Gannon, Dutton and Eggar  
• Personnel Committee: Cllrs Stabb, De’Ath, Johnson-Smith, Beaver  
• Finance Committee: Cllrs Stabb, De’Ath, Johnson-Smith, Cridland, Scofield                   
• Community Facilities Working Group: Cllrs Stabb, Baker, Gannon, Hunt, Eggar, Beaver, 

De’Ath                                           
• Environment Working Group: deferred to the June meeting 

Action: Clerk to update the membership on the website. 

  

012/25  Appointment of Representative to Outside Bodies 
It was unanimously resolved to appoint Cllr Baker as the representative on the Sydenham 
Charity and Cllr Stabb as the representative on the Minehead Local Community Network, 
attendance to be alternated with other councillors. 
Action: Clerk to update the membership on the website. 
 
Cllr Baker explained the history of the Sydenham Charity. The field which is the main asset of 
the charity had originally been in the trust of the Parish Council but was transferred to the 
charity approximately 100 years ago. There is no longer any direct relationship between the 
charity and the Parish Council. 

  

013/25 Confirmation of days and dates of meetings  
The proposed days and dates of meetings were noted and agreed. 
Action: Clerk to update the dates on the website. 

  

014/25 Review of Policies and Plans  
The Schedule for reviewing plans and policies was reviewed. It was resolved to combine the 
Parish Plan and S106 priorities and review both at the July meeting. 
Action: Clerk to produce a combined plan for the July meeting. 

  
015/25 Local Government  

No Somerset Councillors were present to report. 
  
016/25 Bank Reconciliation Statement  

The statement was noted, and it was unanimously resolved that a member of the Finance 
Committee should sign the bank reconciliation statement on behalf of the Council. 
Action: member of the Finance Committee to sign the statement. 

  
017/25 Expenditure against budget  

The Report was noted, there were no exceptional items to report. 
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018/25 Payments made since the previous meeting 
The following payments were verified as in line with the Council’s contractual obligations and 
the powers granted to the Parish Council by S111 Local Government Act 1972: 
Payee                                        Description                                                                    Amount£ 
A Johnson                                Salary & Homeworking allowance April               696.25 
Peninsula Pensions             Pension Contributions                                                 187.20  

  

019/25 Payments for authorisation 

 It was unanimously resolved to make the following payment under the powers granted to the 
Parish Council by S111 Local Government Act 1972: 

Payee                                        Description                                                                    Amount£ 
R Young                                    Internal Audit fee                                                                50.00 

SALC                                         Training x 2                                                                             60.00  

Lysaght Hall                           Annual Parish Meeting - hall hire                                 24.00 

A Johnson                               Mileage                                                                                    14.40 

 

Proposed: Cllr Williams Seconded: Cllr Gannon 

Action: Clerk to arrange payments. 

     

020/25 Year End Accounts 2024- 2025 
It was unanimously resolved to approve the accounts as at the year-end 2024/2025. 

  

021/25 Internal Audit Report  
The Report from the Internal Auditor was noted. 

  

022/25 Section 1 of the Annual Governance Statement 2024/2025 
The Chairman read out the assertions in Section 1 of the Annual Governance  
Statement 2024/2025 and the Council resolved each response. The completed Statement was 
then signed by the Chair and Clerk. 
Proposed: Cllr Williams Seconded: Cllr Gannon 

  

023/25 Section 2 - Accounting Statements of the Annual Return 2024/2025  
It was unanimously resolved to approve the Accounting Statements, which were then signed by 
the Chair and Clerk. 
Proposed: Cllr Baker Seconded: Cllr Gannon 
Action: Clerk to forward copies of the required documentation to the external auditor. 

024/25 Notice of Public Rights 
It was unanimously resolved to issue the Notice of Public Rights. 
Action: Clerk to issue the Notice. 
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025/25 Washford Recreation Ground  
The Councillors were advised of the legal advice received. Cllr Johnson-Smith recollected that 
Williton Parish Council had experienced a similar situation and it was agreed to contact them to 
understand how they had addressed the situation. 
Action: Clerk to contact Williton Parish Council 
 
The recommendation from the Working Group was discussed and it was agreed in principle to 
purchase new play equipment to be supplied by Rhino, subject to resolving the legal position. 
 
The damaged signage at Washford Recreation Ground, together with the minor repairs required 
to the fences and gates, was referred to the Community Facilities Working Group who will 
report back with recommendations. 

  

026/25 Matters For Information only 

• The Clerk’s Report was noted.  
• A resident had raised the poor condition of the footpath between Binham Farm and Blue 

Anchor. The resident is to be advised to report the matter using the tool on the Somerset 
Council website. 

• The Speed Indicator Device is to be temporarily moved to Old Cleeve Farm as a visual 
deterrent, but no further readings will be taken. 

• Cllr Baker will report the need to repaint the road markings at Vernon Terrace to 
Somerset Council 

• Community Facilities Working Group to consider other locations for the Speed Indicator 
Device 

 
The following were requested to be added to the agenda for the June meeting: 

• Presentation by a member of the Community Facilities Working Group on 3G pitch for 
Washford Recreation Ground 

• Volunteer Car Drivers 

• 20mph speed limits in Washford 
  

027/25 Confidential matters  
It was unanimously resolved to exclude the press and public from the meeting in view of the 
confidential and/or commercially sensitive nature of the business about to be transacted. 
Proposed: Cllr Williams Seconded: Cllr Baker 

  

028/25 Ground maintenance services 
It was agreed to amend the schedule of works to: 

• Cut the Washford Recreation Ground to the fence line 
• Add an additional cut of the War Memorial slope only between 1-7 July each year 

(arisings to remain) 
• Cut the viewpoints in spring, autumn and between 1-7 July each year 
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Minute   

028/25 The reference to “as required” would be removed with the Community Facilities Working Group 
recommending additional cuts when necessary. 

 
Subject to Garden Care and Creation agreeing with these changes, it was unanimously resolved 
to continue the contract for ground maintenance services, at the prices quoted. 
Proposed: Cllr Williams Seconded: Cllr De’Ath 
Action: Clerk to amend the contract and liaise with Garden Care and Creation. 

  

029/25 Closure of the B3191 
The Traffic Regulation Order proposed by Somerset Council was noted. It was unanimously 
resolved to sign the proposed letter of objection. 
Proposed: Cllr Eggar Seconded: Cllr Cridland 
Action: Clerk to advise Watchet Council and liaise with the Chair of Carhampton Council in 
relation to publicity. 

  

030/25 Resignation 
Cllr Williams confirmed his resignation with immediate effect. 
Action: Cllr Williams to confirm in writing. Clerk to advise the Elections Team at Somerset 
Council  

  

031/25 Closing 
The Chairman thanked all present and declared the meeting closed at 8.40 pm. 
 

 

 

Signed………………………………………………………………..     

Dated: 16 June 2025 



 

The Recreation Ground Charity 
Purpose 

1. Councillors are asked to consider the options for the future of the Recreation Ground 
Charity (the charity) and to resolve to request the Trustee of the charity to enter into a 
retrospective management agreement. 
 

Background 

2. The land was originally purchased by the Parish Council in two lots in 1922 and 1925. The 
stated purpose of the purchase is to use the land for a recreation ground. There is no 
mention of the land being held "on trust".  
 

3. The Parish Council registered the recreation ground as a charity in 1965. The Parish 
Council has always been the sole trustee.  

 
4. The title to the recreation ground was registered in 2008. It shows the Parish Council as the 

registered proprietor.  
 

Ownership of Play Equipment 

5. Any play equipment installed on the recreation ground becomes part of the land as a 
fixture, and therefore also falls within the charitable trust.  
 

Options and Next Steps 

Option 1: have the charity de-registered on the grounds there was no clear charitable 
intent. 

6. To effectively document the lack of a charitable trust, the council would need to 
compile clear and structured evidence that demonstrates the absence of charitable 
obligations, such as 

 Purchase Deeds: lack of reference to any charitable restrictions. 
 Governing Documents: lack of a trust deed or formal charitable constitution 
 Financial Records: funds have been managed as general council assets rather 

than under charitable accounting rules 
 Usage History: the land has been used for general public benefit without 

specific charitable oversight. 
 

7. A legal opinion confirming that no charitable trust exists may also be required.  
 



Option 2: wind up the charity 
 

8. This is not considered a practical option as the Council would need to purchase the 
recreation ground from the charity at market value. The money received by the charity 
would have to be used for charitable purposes.  

 

Option 3: continue with the charity, but enter into a Management Agreement to allow the 
Parish Council to manage the Recreation Ground 

9. This is the recommended option. The Council could enter into a Management 
Agreement with the charity, whereby the Council undertakes the necessary 
maintenance and other work at the Recreation Ground on behalf of the charity.  
 

10. The Council retains legal ownership of the play equipment and other assets, meaning 
it is responsible for their administration, maintenance, and insurance. However, the 
charity has beneficial ownership, meaning it controls their use and manages them for 
public benefit. 
 

11. This would allow the Council to reclaim VAT on administrative costs and equipment 
purchases, and also to apply for S106 funds. 
 

12. In addition to the retrospective agreements, a charitable restriction would need to be 
placed on the title deeds noting that the Recreation Ground is charity property and 
that it can only be disposed of in accordance with the requirements of the Charities 
Act 2011.  
 

13. Legal advice on the structure of the agreements and support to add the restriction to 
the title deeds will be required. 
 

14. Councillors would need to meet as trustee to enter into a deed of trust/governance 
and then to administer the charity going forwards. Meetings could be held immediately 
before or after council meetings. 
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Present: Cllr Scofield (Chairman), Cllr De’Ath, Cllr Stabb and Cllr Cridland  

In attendance: Andrea Johnson (Clerk) and 2 members of the public 

Absent: Cllr Johnson-Smith 

 

Minute   

F001/25 Election of Chairman  

Cllr Scofield was unanimously elected as Chairman. 

 Proposed: Cllr De’Ath Seconded: Cllr Stabb 

Action: Clerk to update the website 

  

F002/25 Apologies for Absence 

Cllr Johnson-Smith had given her apologies 

  

F003/25 Declarations of Interest 

None. 

  

F004/25 Minutes of the meeting on 7 January 2025 

It was unanimously resolved by those Councillors present who had attended the meeting of the 
Finance Committee on 7 January 2025 that the Chairman should sign the minutes as a correct 
record.  
Proposed: Cllr De’Ath Seconded: Cllr Stabb 
Action: Chairman to sign the minutes.  Clerk to update the website. 

  

F005/25 Bank Mandate 
It was noted that the bank mandate required two signatories to authorise payments. Following 
recent resignations, only two councillors now remained on the mandate and it was agreed to 
recommend to the Parish Council that all members of the Finance Committee should be added 
to the mandate.  
Action: Clerk to add to June meeting agenda of the Parish Council. 

  

F006/25 Grant application – Roadwater Cricket Club 

The Club had asked for consideration of the application to be deferred to the next meeting to 
allow further information to be provided. 
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F007/25 Grant application – BATCIC 

Councillors reviewed the application from Blue Anchor Toilets Community Interest Company 
(BATCIC). Two directors of BATCIC were present, who provided an overview of the financial 
position of BATCIC and answered questions from councillors.  
 
The councillors emphasised that they were supportive of BATCIC but needed to be able to 
demonstrate to parishioners that it was an appropriate use of the precept. BATCIC was asked 
to provide further information in support of the application, specifically draft accounts and 
balance sheet for the year ending 31 March 2025. It was resolved to defer consideration of the 
application to the next meeting of the Finance Committee to allow BATCIC to provide the 
information. 
Proposed: Cllr De’Ath Seconded: Cllr Scofield 

  

F008/25 Insurance Policy 

It was noted that the Parish Council entered a 3-year Long Term Undertaking in July 2023. This 
was arranged by BHIB (now Clear Councils Ltd). Under the terms of the LTU the Parish Council 
agreed to renew its insurance policy with Aviva for a total of 3 years, in exchange for a reduction 
in premium. In turn, Aviva agreed to maintain the premium during that period, so long as there 
was no change in risk information, adverse claims experience and subject to market conditions 
that may affect all insurance policies. 

However, the quote received from Clear Councils Ltd was for a policy with Ecclesiastical at an 
increased premium. The Clerk had queried this and had asked Clear Councils Ltd to confirm 
that the insurer’s decision to withdraw was consistent with the LTU terms. In response, Clear 
Councils Ltd provided a revised quote with a reduced premium. It was resolved to recommend 
that the Parish Council accept this quote. 

Proposed: Cllr Stabb Seconded: Cllr Cridland 

Action: Clerk to add to June meeting agenda of the Parish Council. 

     

F009/25 Next Meeting 
Next meeting to be in the period 14 – 16 July 2025. 
Action: Clerk to arrange. 

  

F010/25 Closing 
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7.42 pm. 
 

 

 

Signed………………………………………………………………..     

Dated:      July 2025 



 

 

 
 

OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY POLICY 
 

 

 

Version Date Changes 

01 16 June 2025 New Policy 

 

 

 

  



 

 

1. Purpose 

This policy sets out Old Cleeve Parish Council’s (the Council) approach to the use of 
information technology (IT) resources to ensure data security, operational efficiency, and 
compliance with legal and regulatory obligations, including the General Data Protection 
Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018. 
 

2. Scope 
This policy applies to: 
 

• The Parish Clerk, using Council-owned equipment 
• Councillors using personal devices to access, use or store Council information 
• Volunteers and contractors using personal devices to access, use or store Council 

information. 
 

3. Equipment 
a) The Clerk is issued with a Council-owned laptop for official use. This is to be used for 

Council business. Limited personal use is permitted, provided it does not interfere with 
work responsibilities or violate any part of this policy. All use must adhere to ethical 
standards, respect copyright and intellectual property rights, and avoid accessing 
inappropriate or offensive content. 
 

b) The Clerk is responsible for taking reasonable steps to ensure the laptop is kept secure, 
updated with antivirus and system patches, and backed up regularly (either to a secure 
cloud solution or an encrypted external device). Unauthorised installation of software, 
including personal software, is strictly prohibited due to security concerns. 

 
c) Councillors currently use their own devices to access Council information. They are 

expected to take reasonable steps to keep these devices secure (e.g. using password 
protection and keeping software up to date). 

4. Email and Internet Use 
a) The Council operates a .gov.uk domain. The Clerk and Councillors are provided with   

email addresses under the domain, and once set up, these addresses must be used 

exclusively for all Council-related correspondence. 

 

b) Personal email addresses must not be used for Council business once official 

addresses are in use. 

 

c) All users must be vigilant to avoid phishing and other cyber threats. 

 



 

5. Data Protection and Confidentiality 
a) All IT use must comply with the Council’s GDPR Policy and the Document Retention 

and Destruction Policy. 

 

b) Any personal or sensitive data must be stored securely and only accessible to those 

with authorisation. 

 

c) Council users are responsible for maintaining the security of their accounts and 

passwords. Passwords should be strong and not shared with others.Users must not 

share login credentials or access rights with unauthorised individuals. 

 

d) Council documents must not be stored unencrypted on personal devices or in personal 

cloud accounts. 

 

6. Website 
The Council website is hosted under the .gov.uk domain and is maintained by the Clerk. 

Any changes to the website must be approved by the Clerk or Council before being 

published. 

 

7. Reporting 

Any data breach, suspected security incident or loss of Council data must be reported to the 

Clerk immediately, who will escalate as appropriate. 

 

8. Compliance 

a) The Council reserves the right to monitor email communications to ensure compliance 

with this policy and relevant laws. Monitoring will be conducted in accordance with the 

Data Protection Act and GDPR. 

 

b) Failure to comply with this policy may result in restricted access to Council systems or 

other appropriate action. 

 



 

Dear Old Cleeve Parish Council,  
 
Re: The proposed new Somerset Council division of ‘Exmoor East and Brendon Hills’. 
 
I am enclosing a copy of a letter that Carhampton Parish Council has sent to the Boundary 
Commission regarding the name of our proposed new Somerset Council division. The Council feels 
‘Brendon Hills and Coast’ or simply ‘Brendon Hills’ is a much more appropriate name than ‘Exmoor 
East and the Brendon Hills’, for the reasons set out in the letter.  
 
I am writing to you firstly to seek your views on the proposed name and secondly to encourage you to 
submit your response on the naming of our proposed new division directly to the Boundary 
Commission. 
 
The Council will respect whatever decision is made and looks forward to working with you in the 
proposed new division. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Brenda Maitland-Walker 
Chair, Carhampton Parish Council. 



 

Review Officer (Somerset) 
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England 
7th Floor 
3 Bunhill Row 
London 
EC1Y 8YZ 
 
8 June 2025 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
Re: The proposed Division called ‘Exmoor East and Brendon Hills’. 
 
We are writing regarding the current consultation on draft recommendations for division boundaries 
in Somerset Council. We wish to provide our comments and observations on the proposed division 
called ‘Exmoor East and Brendon Hills’. 
 

Carhampton Parish Council (Carhampton PC) originally supported/proposed that the name of the 
new division should be ‘Carhampton’ Division, following from the original proposal by Somerset 
Council using the Carhampton name. This did not seem unreasonable bearing in mind that the 
present Somerset Council division, containing Carhampton and Dunster parishes, is named 
‘Dunster Division’ (i.e., named after a specific parish) and because Carhampton parish has the 
greatest population in the proposed new division. However, Carhampton PC understood from the 
outset that there might be opposition to this, particularly as the new division extends south to the 
Devon border across the Brendon Hills. 
 
Carhampton PC felt that ‘Brendon Hills’ or ‘Brendon Hills and Coast’ might be a suitable name for the 
proposed division, if the name ‘Carhampton’ was rejected.  Carhampton PC is disappointed with 
‘Exmoor East and Brendon Hills’ as the proposed name for the new division. This name appears to 
have originated from the Somerset Council committee/working party which proposed to the Boundary 
Commission alterations to the original Somerset Council published and circulated proposals. 
Carhampton PC is puzzled as to where this proposed name of ‘Exmoor East and Brendon Hills’ 
originated. It bears limited links to the geography of the area. 
 
Carhampton PC feels that the inclusion of the name ‘Exmoor East’ is unsuitable but the name 
“Brendon Hills’ is more suitable for the following reasons. Exmoor proper is essentially situated to the 
west, and the Brendon Hills to the east of the A396 road, from Dunster to the west of Dulverton (see 
google search defining Brendon Hills).  It is only since the Exmoor National Park was created and 
included part of the Brendon Hills, that the name Exmoor was placed alongside parishes which are 
clearly in the Brendon Hills.   
 
The current OS 1:50,000 map, which covers all the parishes in the proposed new division, is named 
‘Minehead and the Brendon Hills’, in recognition of the Brendon Hills central position on this map.  The 
current OS 1:25,000 map shows the highland area of the proposed division away from the coast as 
being ‘Brendon Hills’— this is printed large on the map. 



 

 
Exmoor is clearly well to the west (of the A396).  The hill parishes in the proposed new division have 
over the years considered themselves as Brendon Hill parishes. The name ‘Exmoor’ has come onto 
the scene since the Exmoor National Park was created covering some Brendon Hill parishes. It was 
not there before. Local people in the hill parishes of the proposed new division considered (and may 
still consider) themselves as living on the Brendon Hills and not Exmoor. 
 
The following Brendon Hill parishes have no parts in the Exmoor National Park but are definitely 
Brendon Hill parishes: Brompton Ralph, Clatworthy, Huish Champflower. The greater parts and the 
population centres of Upton and Skilgate are not in the National Park but are Brendon Hill parishes.  
 
Although the village of Dunster is in the National Park, Dunster Marsh, (also in Dunster parish) situated 
to the north of the A39 and nearer the coast, is not.  
 
The population centres of Carhampton, Old Cleeve and Washford are not in the National Park and do 
not see themselves as Exmoor. They would probably regard themselves as ‘Coastal, linked to the 
Brendon Hills’. Withycombe, which is in the National Park, would not see itself as Exmoor but would 
identify with the Brendon Hills. Treborough has always regarded itself as Brendon Hills.  
Timberscombe is similarly a Brendon Hill parish.  
 
Wootton Courtenay may regard itself as Exmoor in that its western extremities extend onto Dunkery 
Beacon, which is definitely part of Exmoor.  Brompton Regis is the largest parish by area in the 
proposed new division, but not by population. At its north-eastern end is ‘Brendon Hill Farm’ and 
Wimbleball Lake.’ Both are generally regarded as on the Brendon Hills. All these parishes, with the 
exception of Wootton Courtenay, are to the east of the A396, i.e., on the Brendon Hills.,  
 
The defunct Mineral Line which runs from Watchet through Washford and Roadwater and up the 
incline onto the Brendon Hills ends in Gupworthy to the north-west of Brompton Regis parish. It is 
clearly referred to as the Brendon Hills Mineral Line with no reference to Exmoor. The long-abandoned 
settlement supporting the Mineral Line in the south of Old Cleeve and the north-west of Brompton 
Regis parish was called ‘Brendon Hill Village’. 
 
The population centre of Exton and all of the Luxborough parish are in the Brendon Hills although it is 
entirely understood why these two parishes are placed in the proposed Exmoor West new Division. 
 
Cutcombe parish, in the proposed Exmoor West Division, is split between Exmoor, including Dunkery 
Beacon (the highest point in Somerset and definitely Exmoor), and the Brendon Hills, (including Lype 
Hill, the highest point on the Brendon Hills). It is entirely appropriate therefore that Cutcombe is 
placed in the proposed new Exmoor West.  No parish in the proposed new division is in Exmoor 
proper, with the possible exception of Wootton Courtenay, and all except the coastal parishes are in 
the Brendon Hills.  
 
Carhampton PC understands the views of Brompton Regis that it has no connection with the coastal 
parishes and this may apply to other Brendon Hill parishes. Carhampton PC would therefore support 



 

Brompton Regis’ suggestion of adding ‘and Coast’ to the name of the proposed new division i.e., it 
being termed ‘Brendon Hills and Coast’. 
 
The proposed Exmoor West Division is essentially ‘Exmoor’ and contains all of the Somerset parts of 
Exmoor with the possible exception of Wootton Courtenay. All of Luxborough parish and most of 
Exton parish are in or on the Brendon Hills.   
 
Carhampton PC feels that the name of the proposed new division should therefore be either ‘Brendon 
Hills and Coast’ or ‘Brendon Hills’.  Carhampton PC feels that to define the two new divisions as 
‘Exmoor West’ and ‘Exmoor East and the Brendon Hills’ reduces the identity of both, and is technically 
wrong. Carhampton PC therefore feels that the two new divisions should be called ‘Exmoor’ and 
‘Brendon Hills and Coast’ or ‘Brendon Hills’. This gives a proper identity to both. 
 
Carhampton PC has forwarded a copy of this letter to all the other parishes within the proposed new 
division on the name of the proposed new division, and will support and respect the views of the other 
parishes and the decision of the Boundary Commission regarding its naming.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Brenda Maitland-Walker 
Chair, Carhampton Parish Council 
 
 



Chair of Somerset Council  
 

 

Cllr Mike Best 
County Hall 
Taunton 
Somerset   
TA1 4DY 

                

Email:    civicoffice1@somerset.gov.uk  

 

 

Tuesday 27th May 2025 
 
TO ALL CITY, TOWN AND PARISH COUNCILS 
 
 
Dear Clerks of Council, 
 
Re: The Chair’s Awards for Service to the Community 2025 
 
As Chair of Somerset Council, I am holding our annual award ceremony for Service to the 
Community on Friday 10th October 2025 and I invite you to make your nomination using 
the enclosed nomination form.  The event will be held at Taunton Rugby Football Club, 
Hyde Lane, Bathpool, Taunton, TA2 8BU, from 6.00 pm – 10.00 pm. 
 
Please note the following:  
 

 Each council should make one nomination only, for either an individual, a couple or 
a group, which should be made via the parish council only to avoid duplication 

 Nominees should not be in receipt of any previous community award 
 Nominees must live or operate within the parish 
 Nominees should not be told about their nomination 
 The deadline for nominations is Friday 18th July 2025 
 Nominators (or seconders in their absence) will be invited to the award 

presentation, so please keep the date of the awards free – Friday 10th October 2025 
(6.00 pm – 10.00 pm). Please type the name of the Nominator/Seconder on the 
attached form – no need to print and sign. 

 Due to limited seating at the venue, seating will be allocated on the following basis;- 
 Single award winners, plus a guest, and the nominator (3 places) 
 Couples award winners, plus a guest, and the nominator (4 places) 
 For groups – 3 from the group, and the nominator (4 places) 

 
Please return nomination forms preferably via email, to Stephanie Gold, at 
civicoffice1@somerset.gov.uk or via post to: Stephanie Gold, Somerset  Council, County 
Hall, 2 The Crescent, Taunton, TA1 4DY, if you are unable to return via email. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or queries in this respect. 
  
With very best wishes 

 
 
 



Old Cleeve Parish Council

3 June 2025 (2025-2026)

Prepared by:

Date:Approved by:

Date:

Name and Role (Clerk/RFO etc)

Name and Role (RFO/Chair of Finance etc)

Bank Reconciliation at 31/05/2025

Cash in Hand 01/04/2025  86,296.15

ADD

Receipts 01/04/2025 - 31/05/2025  44,750.00

 131,046.15

SUBTRACT

 4,902.69Payments 01/04/2025 - 31/05/2025

A Cash in Hand 31/05/2025  126,143.46

(per Cash Book)

Cash in hand per Bank Statements

Petty Cash  0.0031/05/2025

Unity Current Account  11,400.9131/05/2025

Unity Reserve Account  42,755.9631/05/2025

Unity Ringfenced Reserve Account  71,986.5931/05/2025

 126,143.46

B

Less unpresented payments

Plus unpresented receipts

Adjusted Bank Balance  126,143.46

 126,143.46

A = B Checks out OK



Old Cleeve Parish Council

All Cost Centres and Codes

7 June 2025 (2025-2026)

Summary of Receipts and Payments

Administration & Technology

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 4 Homeworking allowance  312.00  52.00  260.00  260.00  (83%)

 7 Insurance  1,000.00  1,000.00  1,000.00  (100%)

 8 Member Subscriptions  700.00  25.00  675.00  675.00  (96%)

 9 Election fees  100.00  100.00  100.00  (100%)

 10 Audit fees  500.00  50.00  450.00  450.00  (90%)

 11 Training  1,300.00  125.00  1,175.00  1,175.00  (90%)

 14 Hall hire  600.00  24.00  576.00  576.00  (96%)

 41 Expenses  250.00  25.10  224.90  224.90  (89%)

 47 Defibrillator Consumables  850.00  850.00  850.00  (100%)

 48 Bank service charge  100.00  12.00  88.00  88.00  (88%)

 51 Personnel Costs  13,000.00  1,701.14  11,298.86  11,298.86  (86%)

 52 Administration and Technology  1,500.00  1,500.00  1,500.00  (100%)

 55 Freedom of the Parish Award costs  (N/A)

 20,212.00  2,014.24  18,197.76SUB TOTAL  18,197.76  (90%)

Assets: maintenance

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 18 Bus shelter cleaning and maintenance  2,000.00  175.00  1,825.00  1,825.00  (91%)

 32 War Memorial  200.00  200.00  200.00  (100%)

 35 Sand Stores and Sheds  100.00  70.81  29.19  29.19  (29%)

 40 Grounds Maintenance and electricity  3,500.00  3,500.00  3,500.00  (100%)

 57 Emergency Blood Kits  (N/A)

 5,800.00  245.81  5,554.19SUB TOTAL  5,554.19  (95%)

Capital funds

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 27 Washford Recreational Ground & MUGA  4,000.00  2,190.40  1,809.60  1,809.60  (45%)

 28 Bus shelter replacement  300.00  300.00  300.00  (100%)

 29 Reserves  (N/A)

 33 Defibrillator  200.00  200.00  200.00  (100%)

 56 Puthills Copse  (N/A)

 4,500.00  2,190.40  2,309.60SUB TOTAL  2,309.60  (51%)

Community facilities support

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 53 Recreational support  (N/A)

SUB TOTAL  (N/A)
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Old Cleeve Parish Council

All Cost Centres and Codes

7 June 2025 (2025-2026)

Summary of Receipts and Payments

Donations

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 25 Donations fund  4,000.00  4,000.00  4,000.00  (100%)

 26 Blue Anchor Toilets  6,000.00  6,000.00  6,000.00  (100%)

 10,000.00  10,000.00SUB TOTAL  10,000.00  (100%)

Income

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 12 Precept  44,750.00  44,750.00  (0%)

 30 Interest  (N/A)

 34 VAT reclaim  (N/A)

 44 HMRC refund  (N/A)

 44,750.00 44,750.00SUB TOTAL  (0%)

Services

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 16 MUGA maintenance and electricity  (N/A)

 17 Flood store and equipment  (N/A)

SUB TOTAL  (N/A)

 44,750.00 44,750.00  40,512.00  4,450.45

 44,750.00  4,902.69

 452.24

 36,061.55NET TOTAL

V.A.T.

GROSS TOTAL

Summary

 36,061.55  (42%)

Page No. 2



 

 
              OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Schedule of Payments 
 

Payments made pursuant to contractual obligations and to be verified 
 

Payee Description £  Power to pay 
A Johnson Salary & Homeworking allowance May  

 
 696.25 S111 Local Government 

Act 1972 
 

Peninsula Pensions Pension Contributions  
 

187.20 

Tyron Barrett Bus shelter cleaning 175.00 S4 Local Government 
(Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1953 

 

 
 
Payments to be authorised 16 June 2025 
 

Payee Description £ Power to pay 
JPC Design Hosting and software maintenance 40.00 S111 Local Government 

Act 1972 
West Somerset Flood Group Membership Subscription 5.00 S137 Local Government 

Act 1072 
Garden Care and Creation Fence Repairs  768.00 S111 Local Government 

Act 1972 
 

Garden Care and Creation May account 258.00 
A Johnson Mileage   28.80 
Old Cleeve PCC Room bookings 130.00 

 
 

 
Total payments to be authorised:  £1229.80 
 



Outlook

Your invitation to join CPRE Somerset, the Countryside Charity

From admin@cpresomerset.org.uk <admin@cpresomerset.org.uk>
Date Thu 22/05/2025 10:09
To admin@cpresomerset.org.uk <admin@cpresomerset.org.uk>

2 attachments (3 MB)
CPRE Somerset membership form.pdf; Somerset 4 page leaflet without form.pdf;

 

 
Dear Parish Clerk and Parish Council Members
 
Our Somerset countryside is precious.  We are all so lucky to live in such a beautiful county. 
However, that countryside is under increasing threat from development – from solar farms to large
housing schemes causing increased traffic and putting our infrastructure under strain.
 
CPRE, the countryside charity, has been standing up for our countryside for almost 100 years. As we
approach our centenary year in 2026, we would like to invite your Parish Council to consider
joining our movement and becoming a member of CPRE Somerset, your local countryside
charity.
 

We are campaigning hard for our countryside, locally and nationally. We are
lobbying MPs to amend the Planning & Infrastructure Bill which threatens to
reduce local democracy in the planning system. 
 
We recognise the challenges faced by small communities fighting big
developers, so we have produced a new guide to help you to respond to
planning applications.  You can download this from our website here
 
Locally, CPRE Somerset has a qualified Planner, who is actively supporting
Parish & Town Councils, communities and individuals who are faced with
inappropriate planning applications. We comment on over 40 planning cases
each year and regularly attend Parish & Town Council meetings and speak

up at Planning Committees and Public Inquiries.
 
As well as protecting our countryside, we try to improve it and restore much loved landscape
features. Our small grant fund offers help to Parish & Town Councils to help with the restoration of
historic cast iron fingerposts. If you know of a fingerpost that is looking worse for wear, do get in
touch.
 
 
Joining CPRE Somerset
Our staff and volunteers work very hard to try to ensure that Somerset has a thriving countryside for
all to enjoy. We really do rely on the support of our members to do what we do and to help people
and groups like yourselves.
 
Membership is from just £5 a month for Parish & Town Councils. If you join, you will benefit from: 
 

Support and advice for responding to planning applications
Access to planning resources and publications
Access to CPRE Somerset events

https://www.cpresomerset.org.uk/resources/how-to-respond-to-planning-applications/
https://www.cpresomerset.org.uk/resources/how-to-respond-to-planning-applications/
https://www.cpresomerset.org.uk/news/restoring-somersets-historic-signposts/
https://www.cpresomerset.org.uk/news/restoring-somersets-historic-signposts/


Discounted entry to many gardens, attractions and historic houses around the country
 

 CPRE Members also receive Countryside Voice magazine from CPRE national office plus our own
specially produced newsletter twice a year just for Somerset members. 
 
You can join via our website here or print off the membership form attached to this email and send
it via FREEPOST.   If you prefer, I can put a membership leaflet in the post – just let me know.
 
Thanks very much for your time and I do hope your Parish Council will join CPRE Somerset.  If you
have any queries, do get in touch and I will try to help.
 
Best wishes
 
 
Becky
Becky Collier
Manager – CPRE Somerset
www.cpresomerset.org.uk

   
 
You can help our work for the Somerset countryside by becoming a member, by making a donation or joining
our lottery club
Registered charity 1100860
 
 

https://www.cpresomerset.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-member/
http://www.cpresomerset.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/cpresomerset
http://www.facebook.com/cpresomerset
http://www.instagram.com/cpresomerset
http://www.instagram.com/cpresomerset
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVYLZnTjt7WzMBwagp26p4Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVYLZnTjt7WzMBwagp26p4Q
https://bsky.app/profile/cpresomerset.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/cpresomerset.bsky.social
http://www.cpresomerset.org.uk/get-involved/become-a-member/
http://www.cpresomerset.org.uk/make-a-donation/
http://www.cpresomerset.org.uk/get-involved/join-our-lottery-club/


Outlook

Representative for Bus Issues – Invitation from Somerset Bus Partnership

From Somerset Bus Partnership <somersetbuspartnership@gmail.com>
Date Mon 26/05/2025 08:30
Bcc clerk@oldcleeveparishcouncil.gov.uk <clerk@oldcleeveparishcouncil.gov.uk>

Dear Clerk,
 
We are writing to invite your Town or Parish Council to advise us who your Council wishes to
lead on your local bus issues and be a point of contact with the Somerset Bus Partnership.
 
The Somerset Bus Partnership is recognised by both Somerset Council and by the bus
operators as the representative voice of bus users across the Somerset Council.

We work in partnership with communities, councils, and transport providers to raise
awareness of local needs, support better services, and champion the value of buses for rural
and urban areas alike. We are a non-political, volunteer-led group working to improve and
promote bus services across the Somerset Council area.
 
An important part of our work is to encourage each Town and Parish Council in Somerset to
nominate a Bus Representative … we like to call them a ‘Bus Champion’. Usually it is a
councillor, but it could be a member of the community. Their role is to:

·  Act as the local voice on bus issues
·  Gather feedback from residents on services and unmet needs
·  Share information about changes, consultations, and campaigns
·  Work with the Somerset Bus Partnership to support and promote public transport
within your parish area
 

Currently over 100 parishes have engaged in this process by nominating a local Bus
Champion. Together with the 12 Bus User Groups we have established in Somerset, they
have made buses an important issue within the Somerset Council area.

If your Town or Parish Council is willing to nominate someone to be your local Bus
Champion, please let us know their name and contact details by replying to this email. If your
Town or Parish has previously nominated a representative, we would just ask you just to
confirm that person is still your representative … or who you wish to take on that role.
 
Thank you for your time and for your council’s support in helping improve bus services for
your community.

If you wish, we’d be happy to answer any questions or attend a meeting to explain more
about how we work.
 
Yours sincerely,
 
Peter Travis
Co Chair
Somerset Bus Partnership



 
  

CLERK’S REPORT JUNE 2025 
 

 

1. Planning Applications – awaiting decision 
3/26/24/009 Chapel Cleeve Manor, Cleeve Park, Old Cleeve 
3/26/24/010 Land north of Huish Lane, Washford 
APP/W3330/W/24/3353593 Chapel Cleeve Manor, Cleeve Park, Old Cleeve 
3/26/25/002 The Coach House Old Cleeve 
 

2. Planning Applications 
Application 3/26/25/004 for change of use of part of hotel to retail unit at The Blue Anchor, Cleeve 
Hill has been granted.  
 

3. Correspondence from Parishioners 
 

Subject matter Action 

Query about changing the 
exterior paint colour of a 
house in Old Cleeve 

Referred them to Somerset Council and provided contact details. 

 


