
 

 

 
OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

N. B Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that are not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA1972 Sch 
12, paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119).  

 9 September 2025 

Members of Old Cleeve Parish Council, you are hereby summoned to a meeting to be held at 7.00pm on Monday 15 
September 2025 at Washford Memorial Hall, Washford to transact the business on this agenda. If you cannot attend, 
please advise the Clerk.  

Andrea Johnson, Parish Clerk | clerk@oldcleeveparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

AGENDA 
1. To note the resignation of Cllr Lawrence (Somerset Council) and record the Parish Council’s thanks for her 

service and contributions to the community 

2. Apologies for absence: To note and approve reason, where appropriate  

3. Declarations of Interest/dispensations: to note in respect of matters on the agenda at this meeting 

4. Minutes: To sign as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 18 August 2025 

5. Public Participation 

6. Complaints Committee: To note a complaint received from a resident concerning the Parish Council’s 
approach to pre-application planning consultation, and to agree to convene a meeting of the Complaints 
Committee in accordance with the Parish Council’s Complaints Policy. 

7. Planning: To agree a response to the following Planning Application(s) 

Number Location Proposal 
6/26/25/009 Hill House, Brendon Hill, TA23 0LL Proposed erection of a single storey side extension, 

dormer window and rooflights to south elevation, 
dormer windows to the north elevation, and 
replacement of existing roof with natural slate 

6/35/25/005 Lower Sminhays Farm, Treborough 
To Sminhays Cross, Treborough, 
Watchet, TA23 0LG 

Proposed replacement of existing conservatory 
with a single storey extension and internal 
alterations to existing dwelling 

8. Washford Recreation Ground:  

a. To note the letter from the Recreation Ground Charity and approve the re-registration of Washford 
Recreation Ground with HM Land Registry in the name of Old Cleeve Parish Council as Sole Trustee of 
the Washford Recreation Ground Charity. 

b. To consider the options for installing CCTV and agree any actions including whether to apply for financial 
support if appropriate (Cllr Dutton) 

c. To consider and agree the amended Fire Risk Assessment (Cllr Dutton) 

9. Policies and plans: To consider and approve a Document Retention Policy 
 

10. War Memorial: Preparations for Remembrance Sunday. To consider the following proposals and to approve 
any associated expenditure 

a. repainting the fencing at the War Memorial 
b. replacing the flag, and  
c. purchasing a wreath. 

 
11. Bus Service: to receive a verbal update on the campaign for an improved bus service and to authorise Cllr 

Johnson-Smith to seek the support of Carhampton Parish Council in relation to a bus service for Blue Anchor 



 

 

 
OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

N. B Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that are not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA1972 Sch 
12, paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119).  

12. Highways: 
a. To consider possible locations identified for the installation of a Speed Indicator Device in Roadwater (Cllr 

Dutton) 
b. To consider purchasing and distributing “20 is plenty” stickers and banners (Cllr Dutton) 
c. To consider and agree the Parish Council’s draft response to Somerset Council’s Local Transport Plan 

consultation (previously circulated) 
d.  To consider Somerset Council’s consultation on Sunday parking charges (previously circulated) and agree 

whether to respond. 
e.  To receive a verbal report on concerns regarding large-scale soil movements between Doniford, Willow 

Grove and Upper Bye Farm, including frequency of HGV/tractor traffic, potential environmental impacts 
(soil transfer and run-off), road and pedestrian safety on narrow lanes, and regulatory matters and consider 
any representations to Somerset Council or other relevant authorities.       
                              

13. Finance 
a. To note the External Auditor’s Report  
b. To note that the Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been issued 
c. To note the Bank Reconciliation Statement on 31 August 2025 as approved by the Chair of the Finance 

Committee  
d. To note expenditure against budget for the year to date 
e. To note the Local Government Service Payment Agreement, backdated to 1 April 2025 
f. To resolve to make the payments shown on the schedule. 

 
14. Environment Agency – River Maintenance 

a. To note the response received from the Environment Agency and the letter shared by Watchet Town 
Council and to authorise the Chair to meet with Rachel Gilmour MP to discuss the matter 

b. To agree whether to nominate additional representatives to attend the forthcoming West Somerset Flood 
Group meeting on 17 September. 

15. Flood Store: To consider whether to replace the Roadwater Flood Store and agree any actions including 
whether to apply to Somerset Prepared for grant funding 

16. December Parish Council Meeting: To consider and agree a revised date for the December meeting  

17. Items for information only  

a. Clerk’s Report (circulated) 
b. Verbal update on highways matters, including the LCN Highways sub-group meeting (Cllr De’Ath) 
c. Verbal update on grant applications including the resurfacing of the MUGA and the S106 application (Cllr 

De’Ath) 
 

18. Items for future agendas 
 Parish Plan – 20 October 2025 
 Quotations for surveys of Puthills Copse and Belle Vue - – 20 October 2025 

 
Next meeting – 20 October 2025 
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Present:  Cllr Stabb (Chairman), Cllr Smith, Cllr Dutton, Cllr Baker (during item 098/25), Cllr 
Gannon, Cllr Johnson-Smith, Cllr De’Ath, Cllr Cridland, Cllr Strom and Cllr Short. 

In attendance: Andrea Johnson (Clerk), Dr Andy King (Geckoella Ltd) and 1 members of the public 

Absent: Cllr Eggar, Cllr Scofield and Cllr Gaskin. 

 

Minute   

093/25 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Eggar. 

  

094/25 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. Cllr Gannon noted that he was acquainted with Dr King. 

  

095/25 Minutes of the meeting on 21 July 2025 

It was unanimously resolved by those Councillors present at the meeting on 21 July 2025 that 
the Chair should sign the minutes as a correct record, following the correction of two small 
typographical errors. 
Proposed: Cllr Gannon   Seconded: Cllr Cridland 
Action: Chair to sign the minutes and Clerk to add to website. 

  

096/25 Matters Arising from the meeting on 21 July 2025 – Bus Champion 

Cllr Johnson-Smith had contacted the Bus Champion for the Parish Council, who had advised 
that the first step would be to evidence support for an increased bus service. Petitions will be 
placed in Roadwater, Blue Anchor and Old Cleeve and on social media asking residents to sign 
to support more frequent buses and to indicate their preferred frequency. 

Action: Cllr Johnson-Smith to organise petitions, Cllr Stabb to include in October Parish 
magazine. 

  

097/25 Public participation 

A member of the public spoke about the letter sent by the Environment Agency regarding the 
decision to reduce the maintenance of the Washford River and Traphole Stream. Several risks 
were outlined, including 

• Risks to wildlife if trees or vegetation are removed 
• Possible failure of riparian owners to undertake maintenance, and foreseeable time lag 

before any enforcement action is taken 
• Possible lack of knowledge, skills or means for riparian owners to carry out the work 
• Ambiguity of standard expected. 

It was acknowledged that the Parish Council has no power to intervene with the Environment 
Agency, but councillors were asked to liaise with other impacted parishes and government 
officials to highlight the concerns. 
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Minute   

098/25 Fossil Collecting at Blue Anchor Beach: 
Councillor Baker joined during this discussion.  

A resident had contacted the Parish Council with concerns about commercial fossil hunting at 
Blue Anchor. Dr Andy King of Geckeolla Ltd had spoken to the resident and undertaken some 
research which appeared to bear out the concerns. 

Dr King acknowledged that it was a very emotive subject. He explained that it is permissible to 
take away loose fossils, but any embedded fossils are classed as minerals, and the ownership 
lies with the landowner. It is theft to remove embedded fossils without the permission of the 
landowner. Dr King outlined the steps taken by Watchet Town Council and Watchet 
Conservation Society to promote responsible fossil hunting. 

After discussion, it was unanimously resolved to put up signs on the slip to Blus Anchor beach 
and to contact Somerset Council to push for the introduction of a Code of Conduct for fossil 
hunters in Somerset.  

Proposed: Cllr Cridland  Seconded: Cllr Gannon 

Action: Clerk to obtain signs and Cllr Strom to erect. Clerk to contact Somerset Council. 

  

099/25 Flooding 

The letter sent by the Environment Agency regarding the future maintenance of the Washford 
River and Traphole Stream was noted, together with the concerns raised earlier in the meeting. 
After discussion, it was unanimously resolved to write to the Environment Agency expressing 
disappointment that the Parish Council had not been advised of the decision to reduce the 
maintenance of the Washford River and Traphole Stream and setting out councillors concerns. 
A copy should also be sent to Somerset Council and Rachel Gilmour, MP. 
Action: Clerk to draft letter. 

  

100/25 Flood and Sand Stores 
Members of the Community Facilities Working Group are to review the stock levels in the Parish 
flood and salt stores and create an inventory. 

  

101/25 Bank Reconciliation Statement and Expenditure against budget 
The bank reconciliation statement at 31 July 2025 had been reviewed and approved by the 
Chair of the Finance Committee. Expenditure against budget was noted; there were no 
exceptional items to report.  

  

102/25 Payments made since the previous meeting 
The following payments were verified as in line with the Council’s contractual obligations and 
the powers granted to the Parish Council 
 
Payee                                        Description                                                                    Amount£ 
A Johnson                                Salary & Homeworking allowance June               696.25 
Peninsula Pensions             Pension Contributions                                                 187.20  
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Minute   

103/25 Payments for authorisation 
 It was unanimously resolved to make the following payment under the powers granted to the 
Parish Council, totalling £2212.00 
Payee                                               Description                                                                    Amount£ 
Norfolk Parish Training               New councillor training                                             234.00 
Tyron Barrett                                   Bus shelter cleaning                                                   250.00 
Garden Care and Creation        July account & playtower removal                    1728.00 
 
Proposed: Cllr Stabb   Seconded: Cllr Cridland 
Action: Clerk to arrange payments. 

  

104/25 Planning 
It was unanimously resolved that Cllr Strom should attend the Parish Council Planning Update 
Event being held by Exmoor National Park Local Planning Authority on 16 September 2025 at 
Luxborough Village Hall from 6.30pm to 8pm. 

  

105/25 Roadwater Methodist Church 

Planning application 6/26/25/003 for the proposed conversion of the existing church into a 
single affordable residential unit was discussed. It was noted that the previous provision for 
parking had now been removed from the application and there is no available public parking in 
the area. The remaining concerns previously raised by the Parish Council have not been 
addressed, therefore it was unanimously resolved that the Parish Council should maintain its 
previous objection. 

Proposed: Cllr Gannon Seconded: Cllr De’Ath. 

Action: Clerk to submit the response to the Planning Authority. 

  

106/25 Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) 

One new location for the SID had been proposed, outside Washford Railway Station. It was 
believed to comply with Somerset Council’s location criteria, but the ownership of the land 
needed to be established. It was agreed that Cllr Dutton would consider possible locations in 
Roadwater. 

Proposed: Cllr De’Ath  Seconded: Cllr Strom 

Action: Cllr Dutton to report on possible locations in Roadwater at September meeting 

  

107/25 Somerset Council - Transport Policy consultation 

It was noted that Somerset Council was running two briefing sessions. Attendance is limited to 
two representatives. The Clerk was clarifying whether this was two per briefing session or two 
in total.  It was unanimously resolved that Cllr Stabb should attend the first session.  

Action: Cllr Stabb to attend and report to the September meeting 
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Minute   

108/25 Rumble Strips – Bilbrook 

A resident had contacted the Parish Council with concerns about speeding traffic in Bilbrook. 
Cllr De’Ath had visited the resident and the possibility of installing rumble strips on the 
approach to Bilbrook as a traffic calming measure had been discussed. It was unanimously 
resolved to approach Somerset Council to request these. 

Action: Clerk to write to Somerset Council 

  

109/25 Vehicle parked on the roadside at Willow Grove 

It was noted that a Land Rover had been parked without moving for 2 years. It was unanimously 
resolved that the vehicle should be reported to the police. 

Proposed: Cllr Baker Seconded: Cllr Gannon 

Action: Clerk to report 

  

110/25 Speeding between Dragons Cross and Blue Anchor  

It was noted that the concerns about speeding are ongoing. 

Action: To continue to deploy the Speed Indicator Device at old Cleeve and at Blue Anchor. 

  

111/25 Overnight sleeping at Blue Anchor seafront 

It was noted that the police had now taken action.  

  

112/25 Standing Orders 

It was noted that the format of these had been simplified following the decision not to renew 
membership of Somerset Association of Local Clerks/National Association of Local Clerks but 
the content had not undergone any significant amendments.  It was unanimously resolved that 
the Standing Orders should be adopted as proposed. 

Proposed: Cllr Stabb   Seconded: Cllr Baker 

Action: Clerk to upload to website 

  

113/25 Puthill Copse and Bellevue Play Area 

It was unanimously resolved to obtain both a condition and risk survey and an ecology survey 
for both parcels of land. 

Proposed: Cllr Stabb   Seconded: Cllr Baker 

Action: Clerk to obtain quotes for consideration at the September meeting. 
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Minute   

114/25 Grant funding 
The draft application for National Lottery grant funding for a climbing track was noted, together 
with recommendation of the Community facilities Working Group to proceed. It was 
unanimously resolved to delegate authority to the Clerk to submit the application on behalf of 
the Council. 
Proposed: Cllr Johnson-Smith  Seconded: Cllr Baker 
Action: Clerk to submit application 
 
The possible availability of grant funding from Sports England to resurface the MUGA was also 
noted and it was unanimously resolved to delegate authority to the Clerk, in consultation with 
the Chair and the Chair of the Community Facilities Working Group, to progress and submit the 
applications on behalf of the Council, obtain any necessary quotations or supporting 
documentation, and take any further steps required to support the bids. 
Proposed: Cllr Strom Seconded: Cllr Short 

Action: Clerk to progress application 
  

115/25 Matters For Information only or for future meetings 
• The Clerk’s Report was noted.   
• Cllr Smith read out a prepared statement 
• Cllr Stabb gave a brief update from the Bus Champion on new buses for Minehead 
• Cllr Dutton confirmed that CCTV options were under consideration 
• Cllr Gannon advised that the Parish Preparedness Survey would be ready for 

consideration at the October meeting, input was required from Roadwater councillors 
• Cllr Stabb advised that a substantial review of the Parish Plan was underway. 

  

116/25  It was unanimously resolved under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, that 
the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item, 
on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the 
contractually and financially sensitive nature of the matter. 
Proposed: Cllr Stabb Seconded: Cllr Baker 

  
117/25 Payment Dispute 

The request for payment of an invoice was discussed, together with the terms of the relevant 
contract and it was unanimously resolved not to pay, unless exceptional circumstances were 
demonstrated. 
Proposed: Cllr Cridland    Seconded: Cllr Johnson-Smith 
Action: Clerk to advise the relevant party. 

  
118/25 There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.03pm. 

 

Signed………………………………………………………………..     

Dated: 15 September 2025 
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21 July 2025 

 

Dear Parish Council, 

RETROSPECTIVE AGREEMENT FOR OWNERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT OF LAND AND 
FIXTURES AT WASHFORD RECREATION GROUND 

The Recreation Ground Charity (the Charity) acknowledges and agrees to formalise the 
current and ongoing arrangements for the ownership, management, and financial 
responsibilities in respect of the Washford Recreation Ground, in accordance with its 
charitable purpose for the provision of recreation facilities for the benefit of the inhabitants of 
the parish of Old Cleeve. 

 

Ownership  

The land forming the Washford Recreation Ground is held under conveyances dated 15th 
November 1922 and 12th October 1925, and is to be regarded as held by the Parish Council 
as sole trustee of the Charity.  The land title is or shall be registered with HM Land Registry in 
the name of the Parish Council as trustee for the charity in accordance with the Charities Act 
2011. 

 

Delegation of day-to-day management 

The Charity confirms that day-to-day management and maintenance of the Recreation 
Ground is delegated to Old Cleeve Parish Council in its administrative and service capacity, 
including but not limited to: 

 Grounds maintenance, 

 Arranging insurance, 

 Oversight of use, 

 Oversight of play and recreational equipment, 

 Liaising with user groups and volunteers. 

 

Finance Arrangements 

The Charity acknowledges that the Parish Council may incur expenses in administering the 
recreation ground, including: 

 Grounds maintenance, 

 Public liability and property insurance, 

 Utility costs, 

 Safety inspections, 

 Administrative time of the Clerk  
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Where the Charity has no income, these costs may be borne by the Parish Council as a  

contribution to a charitable purpose (as permitted under s.137 of the Local Government Act 
1972). Or under its statutory powers as appropriate. 

Should the charity acquire income in the future (e.g. via grants, donations, or charges), the 
Parish Council may recover reasonable costs incurred on behalf of the Charity. 

 

Ownership and Responsibility for Assets 

The Charity acknowledges that any equipment or buildings installed by the Parish Council 
(e.g. play equipment, seating, MUGA) shall remain the property of the Parish Council, unless 
expressly donated to the Charity. The Parish Council shall be responsible for their 
maintenance, insurance and lawful use. 

Where facilities are made available to third-party users (e.g. the school or sports clubs), the 
Parish Council may recover appropriate usage charges. 

 

Improvements and Alterations 

The Charity grants permission for the Parish Council to carry out routine improvements, 
replacements or minor alterations to the facilities on the Recreation Ground. 

For any substantial new installations or changes that affect the long-term use of the land, the 
Parish Council (acting as service provider) shall seek approval from the Charity to ensure such 
works are consistent with the charitable purpose. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mrs Judith Stabb 

Chair of the Trustees 
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OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Risk assessment for: Fire Risk, Washford Recreation Ground 
 
Assessment dated: September 2025     Date of next review: September 2026 
 

 
What are the 
hazards? 

Who might be harmed  What are you already doing 
to control the risks? 

What further action do you need to take to 
control the risks? 

Who needs 
to carry out 
the action? 

Dry Vegetation Anyone in the vicinity 
during a fire event 

 regular grass cutting and 
strimming 

 removal of dry vegetation 

 signage against fires & barbecues 
 liaison with WSR during dry weather. 

Clerk 

External ignition 
source (e.g. sparks 
from steam train) 

Anyone in the vicinity 
during a fire event 

 monitor fire weather risk  maintain firebreaks on embankment.  
 Walk the line. Pay particular attention to 

verges/embankments which are level with the 
railway. All potential ignition areas need to be 
highlighted. Plans made to dampen them 

 Investigate speed and banking and how this 
impacts the likelyhood of stray sparks/build up 
of heat etc. 

 Regular checks on cattle guards. noted some 
are very much burnt out already and easily 
ignite with the heat of the engine passing over 
them. 

WSR 

Poor access 
allows fire to 
spread due to 

Anyone in the vicinity 
during a fire event 

 Agreement with school in 
relation to event risk 
management 

 Contact residents whose houses back on to or 
are next to the railway to see if they will allow 
access for emergency vehicles across their 

Clerk 
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OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
delays property if required 
Ignition of 
hazardous 
materials stored 
nearby 

Anyone in the vicinity 
during a fire event 

  Contact residents whose houses back on to or 
are next to the railway with advice on locating 
sheds and outbuildings with such equipment 
away from the railway. 

Clerk 

Old Cleeve school 
fire assembly 
point is 
inaccessible 

School children and 
teaching staff 

  Consider alternative assembly points in the 
event of a fire on the Recreation Ground 

Old Cleeve 
Cof E Schol 

Waste/rubbish 
accumulation 

Public and 
maintenance workers 

 empty bins regularly 
 remove combustible 

litter and fly-tipping 
promptly 

 Clerk 

Vandalism or 
arson 

Public and emergency 
responders 

 encourage community 
vigilance  

 liaise with local police  

 Clerk 

Combustible site 
features (e.g. 
benches, signage) 

Anyone in the vicinity 
during a fire event 

  review materials used 
 maintain safe distances from dry vegetation 
  consider fire-resistant alternatives  

Community 
Facilities 
Working 
Group 
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OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL  

DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT AND 

RETENTION POLICY 

 

Dates Reviewed and Adopted: 

Reviewed and adopted – 15 September 2025 
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1. Introduction 
Old Cleeve Parish Council recognises that the efficient management of its records is necessary 

to comply with its legal and regulatory obligations and to contribute to the effective overall 

management of the Parish Council.  

 

This document provides the policy framework through which this effective management can be 

achieved and audited. It aims to provide a consistent approach to the way the Council handles 

its records and provide a clear set of guidelines. It covers:  

• Scope  

• Accountability and Responsibility 

• Retention Schedule. 

 

2. Scope  
This policy applies to all records created, received or maintained by the Parish Council while 

carrying out its functions.  Records are defined as all those documents which facilitate the 

business carried out by the Parish Council and which are thereafter retained (for a set period) 

to provide evidence of its transactions or activities.  These records may be created, received or 

maintained in hard copy or electronically.  

 

3. Accountability and Responsibility 
The Parish Council has corporate accountability for maintaining its records and record 

management systems in accordance with the regulatory environment.  The person with overall 

responsibility for the implementation of this policy is the Clerk to the Parish Council, and they 

are required to manage the Council’s records in such a way as to promote compliance with this 

policy so that information will be retrieved easily, appropriately and in a timely manner. 

 

4. Retention Schedule 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, the Parish Council is required to maintain a 

retention schedule listing the record series which it creates during its business.  The retention 

schedule lays down the length of time which the record needs to be retained and the action 

which should be taken when it is of no further administrative use.  

 

The Clerk is expected to manage the current record keeping systems using the retention 

schedule and to take account of the different retention periods when creating new record 

keeping systems. This retention schedule refers to record series regardless of the media in 

which they are stored.   

 

When a Councillor wishes specific e-mail correspondence to be retained beyond the 6-month 

retention period, they should inform the Clerk, who will retain the requested emails on the 

Council's systems until the following deletion process, when they will reconfirm whether the 

emails should continue to be retained. 
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5. Retention Periods 
In applying this policy, the Parish Council will comply with the UK General Data Protection 

Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Data Protection Act 2018. In particular, the principle of storage 

limitation requires that personal data must not be kept for longer than is necessary for the 

purposes for which it is processed. Retention periods set out in this schedule represent the 

period records will normally be held. Where there is no longer a legal or business need to retain 

personal data, it will be securely destroyed. 

 

Document Retention Period Reason 

Minute Books Indefinite Archive 

Receipt & Payment accounts Indefinite Archive 

Receipt books of all kinds 6 years VAT 

Bank statements  6 years Audit 

Bank paying-in books Last completed audit year Audit 

Cheque book stubs Last completed audit year Audit 

Quotations and tenders 6 years Limitation Act 1980 (as amended) 

Paid invoices 6 years VAT 

Paid cheques 6 years Limitation Act 1980 (as amended) 

VAT records 6 years  VAT 

Salary and Personnel Records 6 years after employment 
ceases 

Audit 

Tax & NI Records 7 years  Audit 

Insurance Policies Indefinite Management 

Certificates for Insurance against 
liability for employees 

40 years from date on 
which insurance 
commenced or was 
renewed 

The Employers’ Liability 
(Compulsory Insurance) 
Regulations 1998 (SI.2753), 
Management 

Assets Register Indefinite  Audit, Management 

Title deeds, leases, agreements, 
contracts 

Indefinite Audit, Management 

Declaration of acceptance Term of office  Management 

Register of Interests Term of office  Management 

Complaints 3 years Management 

General correspondence and 
emails 

6 months Management 

Case-related/project-related 
correspondence 

In line with subject matter Management 
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All planning applications and relevant decision notices are available at Somerset Council. There 

is no requirement to retain duplicates locally.  All Parish Council recommendations in 

connection with these applications are recorded in the Council Minutes and are retained 

indefinitely and are held on the Somerset Council Planning Portal. 

6. Secure Destruction of Records 
When records reach the end of their retention period, the Parish Council will ensure they are 

disposed of in a secure and appropriate manner.  

 

Paper records containing confidential, personal or sensitive information will be shredded. 

Ordinary administrative papers without personal or confidential content may be recycled. 

 

Electronic records will be permanently deleted from all Council systems, including back-ups 

where feasible, to ensure they cannot be reconstructed. 

 

Where destruction is carried out by an external contractor, the Council will ensure that 

appropriate confidentiality agreements and data processing contracts are in place, and that a 

certificate of destruction is obtained. 

 

Where records are of historical or archival value, they will be offered to Somerset Archives and 

Local Studies rather than destroyed. 
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Roadwater SID Locations. 

 

I have highlighted a couple of locations for the SID however I will need some further confirmation 

these are ok to use in light of having the latest guidelines supplied to us.  

 

Whilst this is being looked at, I would like to make another suggestion for 20 is plenty. 

20 is Plenty is a growing scheme which many areas are taking up. An area of Porlock is on the map 

shown on the 20 is plenty website. Could it be an option that the parish council supports funding for 

this should enough villagers come forward and want them? This could be gauged using an online Poll 

on the likes of Facebook? 

 

Further information 
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20 is Plenty have found other benefits as well 

 

 

 

 

20 is plenty website supply wheelie bin stickers as part of what they do. 
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Again, an option for the school where I’m sure they would put this up on their fence? 

 

 

Other companies supply signs like this; 
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Such advertising boards have been mounted in certain spots which could be an option for these signs 

if this is an option? As you see here there is an advertising board. A reflective sign here which is a 

very dark section of the village, may help people reduce their speed on the blind bend. If we can’t 

mount on these poles there is another pole highlighted in the back ground which could be used. 

 

 

 

Coming down Bataller’s Lane we have the reduction to 30 but again on the back on this post could be 

an option for a reflective sign 

 

19



I have marked a couple of posts in Washford which are nice and visible and could be used 
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There is plenty of other lampposts and other shorter information sign posts which may work for 

mounting these reflective signs. The unknown here is whether we can use them however I’m sure we 

can find out. If we can’t there is always the bin stickers  
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Old Cleeve Parish Council

5 September 2025 (2025-2026)

Prepared by:

Date:Approved by:

Date:

Name and Role (Clerk/RFO etc)

Name and Role (RFO/Chair of Finance etc)

Bank Reconciliation at 31/08/2025

Cash in Hand 01/04/2025  86,296.15

ADD

Receipts 01/04/2025 - 31/08/2025  46,615.04

 132,911.19

SUBTRACT

 17,686.80Payments 01/04/2025 - 31/08/2025

A Cash in Hand 31/08/2025  115,224.39

(per Cash Book)

Cash in hand per Bank Statements

Petty Cash  0.0031/08/2025

Unity Current Account  5,847.9031/08/2025

Unity Reserve Account  37,389.9031/08/2025

Unity Ringfenced Reserve Account  71,986.5931/08/2025

 115,224.39

B

Less unpresented payments

Plus unpresented receipts

Adjusted Bank Balance  115,224.39

 115,224.39

A = B Checks out OK
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Old Cleeve Parish Council

All Cost Centres and Codes

7 September 2025 (2025-2026)

Summary of Receipts and Payments

Administration & Technology

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 4 Homeworking allowance  312.00  156.00  156.00  156.00  (50%)

 7 Insurance  1,000.00  796.31  203.69  203.69  (20%)

 8 Member Subscriptions  700.00  89.40  610.60  610.60  (87%)

 9 Election fees  100.00  100.00  100.00  (100%)

 10 Audit fees  500.00  50.00  450.00  450.00  (90%)

 11 Training  1,300.00  320.00  980.00  980.00  (75%)

 14 Hall hire  600.00  154.00  446.00  446.00  (74%)

 41 Expenses  250.00  61.10  188.90  188.90  (75%)

 47 Defibrillator Consumables  850.00  850.00  850.00  (100%)

 48 Bank service charge  100.00  30.00  70.00  70.00  (70%)

 51 Personnel Costs  13,000.00  5,234.93  7,765.07  7,765.07  (59%)

 52 Administration and Technology  1,500.00  376.89  1,123.11  1,123.11  (74%)

 55 Freedom of the Parish Award costs  (N/A)

 20,212.00  7,268.63  12,943.37SUB TOTAL  12,943.37  (64%)

Assets: maintenance

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 18 Bus shelter cleaning and maintenance  2,000.00  425.00  1,575.00  1,575.00  (78%)

 32 War Memorial  200.00  200.00  200.00  (100%)

 35 Sand Stores and Sheds  100.00  70.81  29.19  29.19  (29%)

 40 Grounds Maintenance and electricity  3,500.00  1,975.00  1,525.00  1,525.00  (43%)

 57 Emergency Blood Kits  (N/A)

 58 Noticeboards  380.00 -380.00 -380.00  (N/A)

 59 Speed Indicator Device  157.79 -157.79 -157.79  (N/A)

 60 Defibrillator  (N/A)

 5,800.00  3,008.60  2,791.40SUB TOTAL  2,791.40  (48%)

Capital funds

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 27 Washford Recreational Ground & MUGA  4,000.00  3,090.40  909.60  909.60  (22%)

 28 Bus shelter replacement  300.00  300.00  300.00  (100%)

 29 Reserves  (N/A)

 33 Defibrillator  200.00  439.00 -239.00 -239.00  (-119%)

 56 Puthills Copse  (N/A)

 4,500.00  3,529.40  970.60SUB TOTAL  970.60  (21%)

Community facilities support

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 53 Recreational support  (N/A)
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Old Cleeve Parish Council

All Cost Centres and Codes

7 September 2025 (2025-2026)

Summary of Receipts and Payments

SUB TOTAL  (N/A)

Donations

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 25 Donations fund  4,000.00  995.00  3,005.00  3,005.00  (75%)

 26 Blue Anchor Toilets  6,000.00  1,500.00  4,500.00  4,500.00  (75%)

 10,000.00  2,495.00  7,505.00SUB TOTAL  7,505.00  (75%)

Income

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 12 Precept  44,750.00  44,750.00  (0%)

 30 Interest  633.94  633.94  633.94  (N/A)

 34 VAT reclaim  (N/A)

 44 HMRC refund  (N/A)

 45,383.94 44,750.00  633.94SUB TOTAL  633.94  (1%)

Services

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 16 MUGA maintenance and electricity  (N/A)

 17 Flood store and equipment  (N/A)

SUB TOTAL  (N/A)

 45,383.94 44,750.00  40,512.00  16,301.63

 46,615.04  17,686.80

 1,231.10  1,385.17

 24,210.37 633.94NET TOTAL

V.A.T.

GROSS TOTAL

Summary

 24,844.31  (29%)
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              OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Schedule of Payments 
 

Payments made pursuant to contractual obligations or agreed in previous meetings and to be verified 
 

Payee Description £  Power to pay 
A Johnson Salary & Homeworking allowance August  770.20 S111 Local Government Act 1972 

 

Peninsula Pensions Pension Contributions August 217.24 
Unity Trust Bank Bank service charge      6.00 
S Mcloughlin Repairs to gate at Washford Recreation Ground    60.00 SS 9 & 10 Open Spaces Act 1906 

 

 
 
Payments to be authorised 15 September 2025 
 

Payee Description £ Power to pay 
ARM Enterprises Ltd Instillation of defibrillator case, Blue Anchor 90.00 S 234 Public Health Act 1936 

 
 

 
Total payments to be authorised:  £90.00 
 
In addition, in accordance with the resolution made at the July meeting, £1500 will be paid to BATCIC at the end of September. 
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Environment Agency Area Director Wessex:  
Rivers House, East Quay, Bridgwater, TA6 4YS  
email: wessexenquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 

 
 
Andrea Johnson 
Clerk to Old Cleeve Parish Council 
Via email: clerk@oldcleeveparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
 

 
  

Our Ref: TOCOR2025/25507 

Date:       27 August 2025 
 

Dear Andrea, 
 
Thank you for your email to Phil Lodge of 22 August 2025.  Phil has received your email and 
has asked me to respond on his behalf. 
 
Due to significant increases in operating costs in recent years, unfortunately we have had to 
make very difficult decisions to prioritise maintenance activities on main rivers to those 
locations that have the greatest risk and number of properties.  Where it looks unlikely that 
we will be able to deliver at some locations again in future, because the cost to benefit ratio 
is relatively low, we have sought to be as transparent as possible with partners and the 
public by informing people with the withdrawal notices.  I take on board your comments on 
engaging with parish councils in addition to residents individually and we will take this into 
account if we need to send any more. 
 
In relation to your concerns about managing environmental risk and helping people 
understand how to fulfil their riparian duties on main rivers, we have published local 
guidance to help, which is available on the Somerset Rivers Authority website. 
 
We are working closely with the Internal Drainage Board and other partners to do as much 
as possible to manage the risk of flooding in Somerset. 
 
Please be assured that we will continue to operate our flood warning service and operate 
and maintain flood risk management structures and flood alleviation schemes. 

 
Please contact me if you require any further information. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Piers Hooper 
Acting Area Director, Wessex 
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WEST SOMERSET FLOOD (& EMERGENCY PLANNING) GROUP 

 
 

A G E N D A 
 
 

For Meeting to be held at  
 

Roadwater Village Hall, Roadwater 
 

on 
Wednesday 17th September 2025 starting at 2pm. 

 
. 

 
 
 

1. James Divall – Somerset Council - Head of Service: Climate & Natural 
Environment (including Flooding and Coastal Flood Risk Management) 

 
2. Emma Gifford and Neils McCartney - Environment Agency – regarding 

maintenance of Main Rivers. 
 
3. Rachel Gilmour MP to attend the meeting if her diary permits. 

4. Apologies for Absence 

5. Minutes of the last meeting 

6. Treasurer’s report  

7. Update from members 

8. Any other business 

9. Time date and place of next meeting 
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Roadwater Flood Equipment 

As of 4th September 2025 

Item Quantity 

Short Sleeved High Vis Jackets – all XL 10 

Triangular Flood Signs 6 

Waders – size 43 1 

Waders – size 45 1 

Flood Sack – plastic 400 

SandHopper 1 

Hessian Sandbags & Plastic Sheet (boxes) 4 

 

The above are all stored in a shed owned by the Village Hall used for storage of gazebos and the 

Village Hall Marquee. See photo below:- 

 

 

 

As can be seen from the above the original shed provided by the Parish Council has become an 

eyesore and is to flimsy for what is required. 

We also have a sand store in the Village Hall Car Park which I’m led to believe is no longer required. 

This is again a Village Hall asset. See photos below:- 

 

Shed owned by Village Hall. 

Old flood store 

owned by Parish 

Council  
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The flood equipment is stored in the end of the shed nearest the shop café. See below:- 
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CLERK’S REPORT September 2025 
 

 

1. Planning Applications – awaiting decision 
3/26/24/009 Chapel Cleeve Manor, Cleeve Park, Old Cleeve 
3/26/24/010 Land north of Huish Lane, Washford 
APP/W3330/W/24/3353593 Chapel Cleeve Manor, Cleeve Park, Old Cleeve 
3/26/25/001 Land to the West of The Old Post Office, Washford 
APP/F9498/C/24/3357392 Orchard View, Rodhuish 
3/26/25/002 The Coach House Old Cleeve 
6/26/25/003 Roadwater Methodist Church, Roadwater 
6/26/25/006 & 6/26/25/007LB Little Stamborough, Roadwater 
 

2. Planning Applications and Appeals - decided 
The following applications have been granted:  

 6/26/23/001for the erection of an agricultural building (300sqm) at Leigh Barton Farm, 
Roadwater  

 6/26/23/008 for the erection of a single storey extension, and installation of solar panels at 
The Stables Cottage, Rodhuish (with conditions to ensure the development does not 
adversely affect bats and other nocturnal wildlife). 

 
Appeal APP/W3330/W/24/3353593 against Somerset Council’s decision to refuse planning 
permission for the erection of woven hazel fences to the north of the access drive at Chapel Cleeve 
Manor, Cleeve Park has been dismissed. The Planning Inspector concluded that the proposal would 
harm the living conditions of the neighbouring occupiers at Dancing Gate and would conflict with the 
development plan taken as a whole. 
 
 

3. Matters in progress – not otherwise captured on agenda 
 A replacement “No Dogs” sign has been obtained for the gate. Further signs are to be ordered 

for the MUGA as recommended in the RoSPA report. 
 The application for funding for a climbing track has been submitted to the National Lottery. 
 A contractor has been selected to carry out the Parish Council’s tree survey. The appointment 

will be confirmed once the contract has been signed and returned by the contractor. 
 The police have acknowledged receipt of our report concerning the parked vehicle in Willow 

Grove and an update is awaited. 
 Magna Housing have acknowledged receipt of our report concerning parking in Willow Grove 

and an update is awaited. 
 It has been established that the land outside Washford Station is owned by the West 

Somerset Railway Heritage Trust. The charity has been approached about the possibility of 
placing a speed indicator device there and a response is awaited. 

 A proof for the fossil signs has been agreed and a quote for 4 signs is awaited. 
 A response is awaited from Somerset Council to the request for them to adopt a Code of 

Conduct for fossil hunting. 
 A draft agreement has been sent to Old Cleeve School and a response is awaited. 
 A response from Highways in relation to Wood Avent Lane is awaited. 
 Further details have been sought for a Mature Drivers event 
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 Information is being collated to apply for a highways work licence from Somerset Council 
 A tender has been prepared for the condition and risk and ecology surveys for Puthill Copse 

and Bellevue Play Area, and quotes invited. 
 The pads in the defibrillators at Blue Anchor and Washford expire on 1 November. 

Replacement pads will be ordered shortly and enquiries are also being made to understand if 
the batteries require replacement. 

 Somerset Council has requested an update on the current levels of salt in the grit bins. 
 

4. Correspondence from Parishioners 
 

Subject matter Action 

Donation to Somerset Art 
Works 

Asked to fill in a grant application 

SID not working Advised councillors were aware and action would be taken as 
soon as possible 

Request for council’s support 
for a proposed planning 
application. 

Referred to the Council’s Policy on Pre-Application Consultation 
and advised that the council cannot comment until a formal 
application has been submitted, validated and forwarded for 
comment by Somerset Council. 

Complaint about the council’s 
policy on pre-application 
consultations 

Added to agenda 

Reminder that a further interim 
payment is due to BATCIC at 
the end of the month 

Confirmed that payment has been authorised and will be made. 

Concerns raised about the 
movement of large amounts of 
soil from a residential property 
in Washford to Blue Anchor 

Cllr De’Ath visited the resident in Washford and obtained 
assurances. 

Concerns raised about large 
amounts of soil being removed 
from a residential property in 
Washford and dumped in the 
disused quarry in Washford. 

Under consideration 
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