
 

 

 
OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 

 

N. B Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that are not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA1972 Sch 
12, paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119).  

 16 July 2025 

Members of Old Cleeve Parish Council, you are hereby summoned to a meeting to be held at 7.00pm on 
Monday 21 July 2025 at Roadwater Village Hall, Roadwater to transact the business on this agenda. If you are 
not able to attend, please advise the Clerk. 

Andrea Johnson, Parish Clerk | clerk@oldcleeveparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

AGENDA 

1. Co-option of Councillor(s) to fill the vacant seat(s) 

2. To note apologies for absence and approve reason, where appropriate  

3. Declarations of Interest/Dispensations in respect of matters on the agenda at this meeting 

4. To sign as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 16 June 2025 

5. Matters arising from the meeting held on 16 June 2025 

a. Verbal update on Bus Champion (Cllr Stabb) 
b. Verbal update on 20mph Scheme in Washford (Cllr De’Ath) 

6. Public Participation 

7. Telemetry project: to receive a presentation and agree any actions 

8. Planning: To agree a response to the following Planning and Licensing Application(s) 

Number Location Proposal 
WK/000054845 Torre Cider Farm, Old Cleeve, 

Watchet, Somerset, TA23 0LA 
Application to vary a premises licence 

6/26/25/006 and 

6/26/25/007LB 

Little Stamborough, Roadwater Listed building consent for the proposed 
Internal and External Alterations, as an 
alternative to approved application 
6/26/17/104 & 6/26/17/105LB 

6/26/25/008 The Stables Cottage, Rodhuish Proposed erection of single storey extension, 
together with installation of solar panels. 

 

9. Finance Committee 

a. To note the draft minutes of the Finance Committee held on 16 July 2025  
b. To resolve to accept the recommendation of the Finance Committee in relation to the following 

grant applications: 
 Blue Anchor Toilets Community Interest Company 
 Old Cleeve Community Orchard 
 Roadwater Cricket Club 

 
10. Local Government:  

a. To agree a representative for the next LCN meeting.  
b. To agree whether and how to respond to the Parish Preparedness Survey (previously 

circulated). 
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OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 

 

N. B Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that are not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA1972 Sch 
12, paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119).  

11. Noticeboards: to note the response from Washford Memorial Hall and agree not to replace the 
noticeboard 

12. Policies and plans: To agree the approach and timeline for reviewing the Council’s current priorities 
as set out in the Parish Plan and the S106 priority list (both available on the Parish website) 

13. Committees and working groups  

a. Environment Committee: to agree the terms of reference and appoint councillors 
b. Personnel Committee: to appoint a new member to replace Cllr Beaver  
                                                                 ` 

13. Highways:  
a. To resolve to apply for a licence from Somerset Council to continue to carry out works on the 

highway  
b. To agree to organise a Mature Drivers talk and pay for the hall hire 
c. To agree a schedule of locations for the Speed Indicator Device (Cllr Eggar) 
d. To authorise Roadwater and Washford councillors to consider new locations for the Speed 

Indicator Device, and agree the timeline for reporting back to Council  
e. To discuss the bus service in Roadwater and agree any actions (Cllr Johnson-Smith) 

 
14. Finance 

a. Bank Reconciliation: to note the statement on 30 June 2025 as approved by the Chair of the 
Finance Committee  

b. To note expenditure against budget for the year to date 
c. To resolve to make the payments shown on the schedule. 

 
15. Washford Recreation Ground:  

a. To appoint a working group to consider installing CCTV and agree the timeline for reporting back 
to Council 

b. To resolve to formalise the use of the Recreation Ground by Old Cleeve School and authorise the 
Clerk to write to Old Cleeve School to request appropriate documentation, and to prepare a draft 
agreement to formalise the arrangement for consideration by the Council 

c. To adopt the fire risk assessment 
d. To resolve to commission a full tree inspection and authorise the Clerk to obtain quotes 

 
16. Items for information only  

Clerk’s Report  
 

17. Items for future agendas 
ROSPA Inspection Report 
Next meeting – 18 August 2025 
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 OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 16 JUNE 2025 at 7PM AT 

WASHFORD MEMORIAL HALL 

 

 

1          
Initialled……………………………..                                                                                                                                    

 

Present:  Cllr De’Ath (Chairman), Cllr Smith, Cllr Dutton, Cllr Scofield, Cllr Gannon, Cllr 
Johnson-Smith (left during 060/25) and Cllr Cridland. 

In attendance: Andrea Johnson (Clerk) and 9 members of the public 

Absent: Cllrs Stabb, Eggar, Baker and Gaskin 

 

Minute   

032/25 Resignations 

It was noted that Cllrs Beaver and Hunt had resigned. Councillors expressed gratitude for their 
contributions and wished them well for the future. 

  
033/25 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs Stabb, Baker and Gaskin. 

  

034/25 Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

  

035/25 Minutes of the meeting on 19 May 2025 
It was unanimously resolved by those Councillors present at the meeting on 19 May 2025 that 
the Chair should sign the minutes as a correct record.  
Proposed: Cllr Gannon Seconded: Cllr Cridland      
Action: Chair to sign the minutes and Clerk to add to website. 

  

036/25 Public participation 
A member of the public spoke about planning application 3/26/25/007 for a Lawful 
Development Certificate at Home Farm, Blue Anchor. Concerns were expressed about factual 
inaccuracies in the application, specifically that the site was visible from several viewpoints and 
that the application referred to in 2023 was incorrect; the relevant application was in 2022.  

  

037/25 3G pitch at Washford Recreation Ground 
A member of the Community Facilities Working Group outlined the progress so far to establish 
the feasibility of a 3G pitch at Washford Recreation Ground. The lack of similar facilities in the 
area was highlighted, along with possible sources of funding. Councillors expressed initial 
concerns regarding the potential size and visual prominence of the pitch, as well as ongoing 
maintenance costs and the absence of changing facilities. 
Following discussion, it was unanimously resolved that the Community Facilities Working 
Group should continue to explore the possibility of a 3G pitch. 

Action: Clerk to add to agenda for the next Community Facilities Working Group. 
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 OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 16 JUNE 2025 at 7PM AT 

WASHFORD MEMORIAL HALL 
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Minute   

038/25 Recreation Ground Charity 

The options available to Councillors were noted. After careful discussion it  was unanimously 
resolved to hold a trustee meeting to discuss the matter further, immediately before the next 
Parish Council meeting. 

Proposed: Cllr Johnson-Smith Seconded: Cllr Scofield 
Action: Clerk to arrange trustee meeting. 

  

039/25 Home Farm, Blue Anchor 
Application 3/26/25/007 for a Lawful Development Certificate for the existing siting of caravans 
to occupy the site without time restriction and without restriction on their size or appearance, to 
be used or occupied between the months of 1 April to 31 October in each year was discussed. 
Concerns were expressed about the location of the site in Flood Zone 3. Additionally, it was 
noted that when a previous application was made for static caravans, the proposed drainage 
arrangements were unsatisfactory, and there was concern that if static caravans were allowed, 
the same drainage arrangements would be proposed. 

It was unanimously resolved to object to the application. 
Proposed: Cllr Cridland Seconded: Cllr Gannon 
Action: Clerk to submit the comments to the Planning Authority. 

  

040/25 Finance Committee 
The draft minutes from the Finance Committee meeting on 2 June 2025 were noted. The need 
for grant applications to be considered by the Finance Committee was challenged. The Clerk 
advised that the Terms of Reference for the Finance Committee had been approved by the 
Parish Council at the meeting in May 2025. These provided for the Finance Committee to review 
grant applications before they were considered by the full Parish Council. If councillors now 
wished to reverse that motion, the procedure in the Standing Orders should be followed. 

Action: Clerk to circulate details of the process to reverse a decision. 

  

041/25  Bank Mandate 
It was unanimously resolved to add the Finance Committee members to the bank mandate. 
Proposed: Cllr Scofield Seconded: Cllr Johnson-Smith 
Action: Clerk to arrange for Finance Committee members to be added to the bank mandate. 

  

042/25 Insurance 
It was unanimously resolved to accept the insurance quote from Ecclesiastical. 
Proposed: Cllr Gannon Seconded: Cllr Dutton 
Action: Clerk to arrange insurance. 

  

  

  

4



 OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 16 JUNE 2025 at 7PM AT 
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Minute   

043/25 Information Technology Policy 

It was unanimously resolved to accept the draft Information Technology Policy. 
Proposed: Cllr Cridland Seconded: Cllr Johnson-Smith 

Action: Clerk to update the website. 
  

044/25 Local Government  
No Somerset Councillors were present to report. 

  
045/25 Local Government Boundary Commission Consultation 

The request from Carhampton Parish Council was discussed. Councillors raised no objections 
to the inclusion of ‘Exmoor’ in the proposed division name, nor to the alternative of ‘Brendon 
Hills and Coast’ or ‘Brendon Hills’.  
Action: Clerk to advise Carhampton Parish Council. 

  
046/25 Speed Indicator Devices 

It was agreed to defer the discussion to the July meeting to allow Cllr Eggar to be present. 
Action: Clerk to add the management of the Speed Indicator Device to the July agenda. 
The possibility of obtaining approval for additional locations for the Speed Indicator Device 
across the parish was discussed. 
Action: Clerk to contact Highways to understand the process. 

  
047/25 Collapsible road signs 

It was unanimously resolved to purchase 2 collapsible road signs at £75.91 each under the 
powers afforded to the Parish Council by the Local Government and Ratings Act 
1997.Proposed: Cllr Johnson-Smith Seconded: Cllr Dutton 
Action: Clerk to purchase. 

  
048/25 20mph road scheme in Washford 

The 20mph road scheme proposed for Washford was discussed. It was noted that the cost of 
implementing it to the Parish Council would be around £5,000. It was resolved that Cllr De’Ath 
would contact Old Cleeve School to seek their views on the proposed scheme. 
Action: Cllr De’Ath to speak to Old Cleeve School and Clerk to add to July agenda. 

  
049/25 Extension of the 30mph on the A39 at Dragons Cross Junction 

The proposed extension of the 30mph on the A39 at Dragons Cross Junction was noted. 
It was unanimously resolved to support the extension. 
Proposed: Cllr Johnson-Smith Seconded: Cllr Smith 
Action: Clerk to advise the Highways Authority. 

  
050/25 A39 Crossing 

The Highways Authority had previously advised a crossing was not possible due to the lack of 
continuous pavement (refuge) for those waiting to cross and the limited sightline for motorists. 
After discussion it was unanimously resolved to revisit the potential for a crossing  
Action: Clerk to raise with Highways Authority. 
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Minute   

051/25 Dog Waste Bin 
A resident had requested a dog waste bin on the Steam Coast Trail in Washford. It was noted 
that the Parish Council is not responsible for the Steam Coast Trail and therefore the resident 
should make their request directly to those responsible for managing the Steam Coast Trail. 

  
052/25 Somerset Chairs Community Award 

A nomination was proposed.  
Proposed: Cllr Gannon Seconded: Cllr Johnson-Smith 
Action: Cllr Gannon to draft nomination wording for submission via the Clerk. 

  
053/25 Bank Reconciliation Statement and Expenditure against budget 

It was noted that the bank reconciliation statement at 31 May 2025 had been reviewed and 
approved by the Chair of the Finance Committee. Expenditure against budget was noted; there 
were no exceptional items to report. 

  
054/25 Payments made since the previous meeting 

The following payments were verified as in line with the Council’s contractual obligations and 
the powers granted to the Parish Council by S111 Local Government Act 1972: 
Payee                                        Description                                                                    Amount£ 
A Johnson                                Salary & Homeworking allowance April               696.25 
Peninsula Pensions             Pension Contributions                                                 187.20  
Tyron Barrett                           Bus shelter cleaning                                                     175.00 

  
055/25 Payments for authorisation 

 It was unanimously resolved to make the following payment under the powers granted to the 
Parish Council by S111 Local Government Act 1972: 

Payee                                                          Description                                                                    Amount£ 
JPC Design                                                 Hosting and software maintenance                          40.00     
West Somerset Flood Group             Membership Subscription                                                5.00 
Garden Care & Creation                       Fence repairs                                                                    768.00      
Garden Care & Creation                       May account                                                                      258.00                              
A Johnson                                                    Mileage                                                                                   28.80 
Old Cleeve PCC                                       Room bookings                                                                 130.00 
 
Proposed: Cllr Gannon Seconded: Cllr Johnson-Smith 
Action: Clerk to arrange payments. 

  

056/25 CPRE 
It was unanimously resolved to subscribe to membership. 
Proposed: Cllr Gannon Seconded: Cllr Cridland 
Action: Clerk to arrange. 
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Minute   

057/25 Somerset Bus Partnership:  
It was unanimously resolved to seek a volunteer from the community to represent the Parish 
Council at the Somerset Bus Partnership. 
Action: Clerk to add to Council’s Facebook page and website. 

  

058/25 Somerset Flood Group 
It was unanimously resolved to renew the subscription with the Somerset Flood Group and that 
Cllr Gannon would continue to represent the Parish Council. 

  

059/25 Matters For Information only or for future meetings 
• The Clerk’s Report, Police Newsletter and the article in the June parish magazine were 

noted 
• It was noted that parking in Willow Grove, Washford, had obstructed ambulance access 

 
The following were requested to be added to the agenda for the July meeting: 

• Lack of a bus service in Roadwater 
• CCTV at Washford Recreation Ground 
• Extending the 20mph from Dragons Cross to Blue Anchor 

  

060/25 There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.20pm. 

 

 

Signed………………………………………………………………..    Dated: 21 July 2025 
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OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 

 

Terms of Reference 
Membership 

 The Committee shall comprise five Parish Councillors, appointed at the Annual 
Meeting of the Parish Council. 

Meetings 

 The Committee shall meet quarterly or more frequently if required. 
 A quorum shall be three members. 
 The Committee shall elect a Chair at its first meeting following the Annual 

Meeting of the Parish Council. 

Remit and Authority 

 The Committee has delegated authority to make recommendations to Full 
Council on all matters within its remit. 

 No financial or policy decisions may be taken without resolution by Full Council. 

Responsibilities 

The Environment Committee shall: 

 Represent the Parish Council in discussions and consultations on environmental 
matters. 

 Identify and recommend actions to improve the natural environment within the 
Parish. 

 Identify and propose measures to reduce carbon emissions and energy 
consumption by the Council and within the Parish. 

 Identify opportunities for additional tree planting, habitat restoration, and 
rewilding projects. 

 Advise the Council on appropriate maintenance regimes for environmental 
assets, including green spaces, footpaths, and biodiversity areas. 

 Represent the Council on matters relating to flooding and liaise with relevant 
agencies as appropriate. 

 Monitor and report on stock levels in Parish flood and salt stores. 
 Own and review the Parish Council's Biodiversity Policy at least annually, 

recommending amendments as necessary. 

Review 

These Terms of Reference shall be reviewed annually at the Annual Meeting of the 
Parish Council. Last reviewed: July 2025 
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Old Cleeve Parish Council 

2 July 2025 (2025-2026) 

Prepared by: Andrea Johnson 

Date: Approved by: Neil Scofield, Chair of Finance 

Date: 2 July 2025 

Name and Role (Clerk/RFO etc) 

Name and Role (RFO/Chair of Finance etc) 

Bank Reconciliation at 30/06/2025 

Cash in Hand 01/04/2025  86,296.15 

ADD 

Receipts 01/04/2025 - 30/06/2025  45,383.94 

 131,680.09 

SUBTRACT 

 8,301.09 Payments 01/04/2025 - 30/06/2025 

A Cash in Hand 30/06/2025  123,379.00 

(per Cash Book) 

Cash in hand per Bank Statements 

Petty Cash  0.00 30/06/2025 

Unity Current Account  8,002.51 30/06/2025 

Unity Reserve Account  42,973.81 30/06/2025 

Unity Ringfenced Reserve 
Account 

 72,402.68 30/06/2025 

 123,379.00 

B 

Less unpresented payments 

Plus unpresented receipts 

Adjusted Bank Balance  123,379.00 

 123,379.00 
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Old Cleeve Parish Council

All Cost Centres and Codes

2 July 2025 (2025-2026)

Summary of Receipts and Payments

Administration & Technology

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 4 Homeworking allowance  312.00  78.00  234.00  234.00  (75%)

 7 Insurance  1,000.00  1,000.00  1,000.00  (100%)

 8 Member Subscriptions  700.00  89.40  610.60  610.60  (87%)

 9 Election fees  100.00  100.00  100.00  (100%)

 10 Audit fees  500.00  50.00  450.00  450.00  (90%)

 11 Training  1,300.00  125.00  1,175.00  1,175.00  (90%)

 14 Hall hire  600.00  154.00  446.00  446.00  (74%)

 41 Expenses  250.00  53.90  196.10  196.10  (78%)

 47 Defibrillator Consumables  850.00  850.00  850.00  (100%)

 48 Bank service charge  100.00  18.00  82.00  82.00  (82%)

 51 Personnel Costs  13,000.00  2,558.59  10,441.41  10,441.41  (80%)

 52 Administration and Technology  1,500.00  87.00  1,413.00  1,413.00  (94%)

 55 Freedom of the Parish Award costs  (N/A)

 20,212.00  3,213.89  16,998.11SUB TOTAL  16,998.11  (84%)

Assets: maintenance

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 18 Bus shelter cleaning and maintenance  2,000.00  175.00  1,825.00  1,825.00  (91%)

 32 War Memorial  200.00  200.00  200.00  (100%)

 35 Sand Stores and Sheds  100.00  70.81  29.19  29.19  (29%)

 40 Grounds Maintenance and electricity  3,500.00  855.00  2,645.00  2,645.00  (75%)

 57 Emergency Blood Kits  (N/A)

 58 Noticeboards  380.00 -380.00 -380.00  (N/A)

 59 Speed Indicator Device  157.79 -157.79 -157.79  (N/A)

 60 Defibrillator  439.00 -439.00 -439.00  (N/A)

 5,800.00  2,077.60  3,722.40SUB TOTAL  3,722.40  (64%)

Capital funds

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 27 Washford Recreational Ground & MUGA  4,000.00  2,190.40  1,809.60  1,809.60  (45%)

 28 Bus shelter replacement  300.00  300.00  300.00  (100%)

 29 Reserves  (N/A)

 33 Defibrillator  200.00  200.00  200.00  (100%)

 56 Puthills Copse  (N/A)

 4,500.00  2,190.40  2,309.60SUB TOTAL  2,309.60  (51%)

Community facilities support

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 53 Recreational support  (N/A)
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Old Cleeve Parish Council

All Cost Centres and Codes

2 July 2025 (2025-2026)

Summary of Receipts and Payments

SUB TOTAL  (N/A)

Donations

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 25 Donations fund  4,000.00  4,000.00  4,000.00  (100%)

 26 Blue Anchor Toilets  6,000.00  6,000.00  6,000.00  (100%)

 10,000.00  10,000.00SUB TOTAL  10,000.00  (100%)

Income

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 12 Precept  44,750.00  44,750.00  (0%)

 30 Interest  633.94  633.94  633.94  (N/A)

 34 VAT reclaim  (N/A)

 44 HMRC refund  (N/A)

 45,383.94 44,750.00  633.94SUB TOTAL  633.94  (1%)

Services

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 16 MUGA maintenance and electricity  (N/A)

 17 Flood store and equipment  (N/A)

SUB TOTAL  (N/A)

 45,383.94 44,750.00  40,512.00  7,481.89

 45,383.94  8,301.09

 819.20

 33,030.11 633.94NET TOTAL

V.A.T.

GROSS TOTAL

Summary

 33,664.05  (39%)
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              OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
Schedule of Payments 

 
Payments made pursuant to contractual obligations or agreed in previous meetings and to be verified 
 

Payee Description £  Power to pay 
A Johnson Salary & Homeworking allowance June 

 
 696.25 S111 Local Government 

Act 1972 
 

Peninsula Pensions Pension Contributions June 187.20 
ICO Data Protection Fee 47.00 
Noticeboard Company Noticeboard - Washford Post OƯice 456.00 
TSSC Collapsible road signs  189.35 
Clear Councils Insurance 796.31 
Defib Store Defibrillator Cabinet – Blue Anchor 

Defibrillator Cabinet - Roadwater 
526.80 
462.00 

S234 Public Health Act 
1936 

CPRE Membership subscription 60.00 Local Government Act 
1972, s.137 

 
 
 
Payments to be authorised 21 July 2025 
 

Payee Description £ Power to pay 
Cloud Next Domain Registration 

Email hosting 
60.00 
59.98 

S111 Local Government 
Act 1972 

A Johnson Mileage 
121 Domain Registration 

  7.20 
227.88 

 

Playsafety Limited Annual Inspections 192.00 S10 Open Spaces Act 
1906 Garden Care and Creation June account 432.00 

 
 

 
Total payments to be authorised:  £979.06 
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Briefing Paper: Formalising Use of Washford Recreation 
Ground by Old Cleeve School 
 
Prepared by: Andrea Johnson, Clerk to the Council 
Date: 21 July 2025 

 

1. Background 
Old Cleeve Parish Council owns and manages Washford Recreation Ground. For some 
years, Old Cleeve Primary School has used the recreation ground for sports lessons 
during term time and for its annual Sports Day event. 

This arrangement has been informal, with no written agreement, event management 
plan, or exchange of risk assessments or insurance documentation. In light of the 
recent fire incident affecting the recreation ground, it is considered necessary to 
formalise this arrangement to clarify responsibilities and reduce liability risks for the 
Council. 

 

2. Current Position and Risk 
At present: 

• The school accesses the field without a formal licence or agreement. 
• No event or activity risk assessments are shared with the Council. 
• There is no record of public liability insurance or supervisory arrangements on 

file. 
• The Parish Council has not carried out a site-specific risk review. 

As landowner, the Parish Council may be deemed liable under the Occupiers’ Liability 
Acts 1957 and 1984 if someone is injured on its land - particularly if the Council has 
permitted use, is aware of a risk, and has not taken reasonable steps to mitigate it. 

In the absence of an Event Management Plan and proper risk documentation, the 
Council could be exposed if: 

• A pupil or member of the public is injured during school use. 
• An incident (e.g. fire, medical emergency, slip/trip) occurs due to inadequate 

planning or supervision. 
• There is property damage or a third-party claim. 
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Briefing Paper: Formalising Use of Washford Recreation 
Ground by Old Cleeve School 
 

3. Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Parish Council resolve to 

1. Formalise use of the recreation ground by Old Cleeve School through a simple 
written agreement/licence setting out: 

• When and how the field may be used. 
• The responsibilities of the school for supervision and safety. 
• The requirement to provide appropriate Event Management Plans, Risk 

Assessments, and evidence of Public Liability Insurance for both routine 
sports lessons and Sports Day or any larger events involving parents or 
the wider public. 
 

2. Request that the school consults with the Parish Council on any planned events and 
notifies the Council of any incidents or near misses that occur on Parish land. 

4. Conclusion 
This is a proportionate and responsible step to ensure the continued safe use of the 
recreation ground, and to protect both the Council and the school from unintended 
liabilities. Formalising the arrangement will help ensure risks are properly assessed and 
managed by those organising the activities, in line with national best practice for 
community use of public open space. 
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OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Risk assessment for: Fire Risk, Washford Recreation Ground 
 
Assessment dated: July 2025     Date of next review: July 2026 
 

 
What are the 
hazards? 

Who might be harmed  What are you already doing to 
control the risks? 

What further action do you need to 
take to control the risks? 

Who needs 
to carry out 
the action? 

Dry Vegetation General public, 
Contractors, 
Emergency services 

 regular grass cutting and 
strimming 

 removal of dry vegetation 

 signage against fires & barbecues 
 liaison with WSR during dry 

weather. 

Clerk 

External ignition 
source (e.g. sparks 
from steam train) 

General public, 
particularly those near 
the embankment 

 monitor fire weather risk  liaise with WSR regarding spark 
suppression  

 maintain firebreaks on 
embankment. 

WSR 

Waste/rubbish 
accumulation 

Public and 
maintenance workers 

 empty bins regularly 
 remove combustible litter and 

fly-tipping promptly 

 Clerk 

Vandalism or 
arson 

Public and emergency 
responders 

 encourage community vigilance  
 liaise with local police  

 Clerk 

Combustible site 
features (e.g. 
benches, signage) 

Anyone in the vicinity 
during a fire event 

  review materials used 
 maintain safe distances from dry 

vegetation 
  consider fire-resistant alternatives  

Community 
Facilities 
Working 
Group 
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CLERK’S REPORT JULY 2025 
 

 

1. Planning Applications – awaiting decision 
3/26/24/009 Chapel Cleeve Manor, Cleeve Park, Old Cleeve 
3/26/24/010 Land north of Huish Lane, Washford 
APP/W3330/W/24/3353593 Chapel Cleeve Manor, Cleeve Park, Old Cleeve 
3/26/25/001 Land to the West of The Old Post Office, Washford 
APP/F9498/C/24/3357392 Orchard View, Rodhuish 
3/26/25/002 The Coach House Old Cleeve 
6/26/25/003 Roadwater Methodist Church, Roadwater 
6/26/25/004 Hunters Rest, Roadwater 
 

2. Planning Applications - decided 
Planning application 3/26/25/007 for a Lawful Development Certificate for the existing siting of 
caravans to occupy the site at Home Farm Blue Anchor without time restriction and without 
restriction on their size or appearance, to be used or occupied between the months of 1st April to 
31st October in each year has been refused. 
 

3. Planning Application – no response 
On the advice of Roadwater councillors, no response was submitted to planning application 
6/26/25/004 for the proposed erection of a single storey side extension at Hunters Rest, Roadwater. 
 

4. Fire at Washford Recreation Ground 
Following the incident at Washford Recreation Ground when a spark from a passing West Somerset 
Railway WSR) train ignited grass cutting, the contractor has removed all the remaining grass 
cuttings from the site.  
 
WSR has also advised that it is reducing the number of steam locomotives in use until further fire 
risk work has been carried out. Depending on the success of these works it will look to utilise diesel 
locomotives to further reduce the risks. 
 

WSR is also utilising its full-time paid permanent way team as an on-call fire crew to deal with call 
outs as and when it becomes aware of fires. 

 
5. S106 application  

The S106 application has been approved in principle, but more evidence of the impact of new 
equipment is required before full submission is made. Somerset Council would also prefer to see 

evidence of funds from other sources. 
 

6. Transport Policy Consultation 
Somerset Council is consulting on the Local Transport Plan, the Decide and Provide Guidance and 
the Travel Guidance. The consultation will be on the agenda for the August meeting, and councillors 
are advised to read the documents and review the consultation questions in readiness. 
 

7. Multiplay Tower 
The Council has a duty of care to ensure that all play equipment provided on its land is safe for public 
use. Following the recent annual inspection, the Multiplay Tower has been assessed as presenting a  
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high risk due to significant rot in the timber structure, with a recommendation that it be removed 
immediately. Should the Council choose not to act on this advice, it could face serious public liability 
implications if injury were to occur, particularly as the risk has been formally identified. Under Section 
5.18 of the Council’s Financial Regulations, the Clerk has delegated authority to authorise 
expenditure of up to £2,000 (excluding VAT) in cases of serious risk to public safety on council 
premises, even where no budget has been set. In line with this power, arrangements have been made 
to dismantle and remove the Multiplay Tower. 
 

8. Beach Clean 

A beach clean is taking place at Blue Anchor between 10 and 1pm on Thursday 24th July 2025. The 
rubbish collected will be placed in or adjacent to the on-site bins. Somerset Council and Idverde 

have been advised. 
 

9. Correspondence from Parishioners 
 

Subject matter Action 

Dairylands street name plate 
(old Cleeve) still not replaced 

Contacted Somerset Council which confirmed the sign is one of 
70 awaiting installation. There is no dedicated resources to 
install the sign, it has to be carried out by a groundwork team 
when time permits. 

What is former church in 

Washford used for 

Confirmed I had contacted councillors, but no details 

established. Suggested they contacted property owner or 
Somerset Council. 

Please can the Parish Council 
arrange to cut back the weeds 
around the Old Cleeve village 

sign 

Confirmed this is the responsibility of Somerset Council. The 
Parish Council needs a licence from Somerset Council to carry 
out the work, this would be considered at the July Parish 

Council meeting. In the meantime, it should be reported to 
Somerset Council. 
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