
 

 

 
OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 

 

N. B Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that are not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA1972 Sch 
12, paras 10(2)(b) and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119).  

11 November 2025 

Members of Old Cleeve Parish Council, you are hereby summoned to a meeting to be held at 7.00pm on 
Monday 17 November 2025 at Church Rooms, Old Cleeve to transact the business on this agenda. If you are 
not able to attend, please advise the Clerk.  

Andrea Johnson, Parish Clerk | clerk@oldcleeveparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

AGENDA 

1. To note apologies for absence and approve reason, where appropriate  

2. Declarations of Interest/Dispensations in respect of matters on the agenda at this meeting 

3. To sign as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 27 October 2025 

4. Public Participation: To receive questions and comments from members of the public and to respond 
if appropriate or to direct the Clerk to respond in writing after the meeting. 

5. Somerset Councillor: To note the report from Cllr Strom (Somerset Council). 
6. Planning:  

a. To note that an appeal has been made to the Secretary of State against Somerset Council’s 
decision to refuse application 3/26/24/003 for outline planning with all matters reserved, except 
for access, for the erection of 2 No. holiday let chalets with parking and gardens on land to the 
south of 96 & 97 Cleeve Park, Chapel Cleeve, Minehead, TA24 6JE and agree whether to make any 
further response. 

b. To agree a response to the following Planning Application(s) 

Number Location Proposal 
 6/26/25/011 & 
6/26/25/012LB 

Oatway House, Roadwater, 
Watchet, TA23 0QY 

Proposed repairs and minor internal alterations 
including removal of C20th partitions. Timber 
framed extension to outbuilding and new porch to 
northwest elevation. Including listed building 
consent. 

 
7. Governance: To consider whether to publish all meeting papers on the Council’s website as a matter 

of good practice and agree any actions. 
` 

8. Finance 
a. Bank Reconciliation: to receive and note the statement on 31 October 2025 as approved by the 

Chair of the Finance Committee  
b. To receive and note expenditure against budget for the year to date 
c. To resolve to make the payments shown on the schedule. 
 

9. Highways:  
a. To consider requesting additional cycle route and 20mph signs from Dragons Cross to Blue Anchor 

(Cllr Smith) 
b. To revisit the proposal for a 20mph speed limit on the A39 at Washford and agree next actions (Cllr 

Scofield) 
c. To consider purchasing further Speed Indicator Devices and agree any actions  
d. To note the recent damage to the roads in Golsoncott (previously circulated) and agree any actions 

(Cllr Gaskin) 
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10. Bus Service 

a. to note the letter from Porlock Vale CIC to First Bus and agree any actions 
b. to note the verbal update on an improved bus service for Roadwater, Old Cleeve and Blue 

Anchor (Cllr Johnson-Smith) 
 

11. Washford Recreation Ground 
a. To consider recommendations for the installation of CCTV (previously circulated) and agree any 

actions (Cllr Dutton) 
b. To note that the application for grant funding from the National Lottery for additional play equipment 

has been successful and delegate authority to the Clerk and Cllr De’Ath to proceed with the 
acquisition and instillation 

 
12. Community Governance Review: to note the forthcoming Community Governance Review and to 

resolve to review the current arrangements for Old Cleeve Parish Council 
 

13. Finance Committee 
a. To note the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting of 10 October (on website) and the draft 

minutes of 27 October  
b. To resolve to re-adopt the Reserves Policy without amendment (on website) as recommended by 

the Finance Committee 
c. To note the recommendation from the Finance Committee to make a donation of £250 to Citizens 

Advice, West Somerset and agree any actions 
d. To note the recommendation from the Finance Committee to make a further donation of £600 to 

Blue Anchor Toilets Community Interest Company and agree any actions 
 

14. Reports for information only – no decisions to be made 
a Clerk’s Report  
b Approach to Somerset Wildlife Trust (Cllr Gaskin) 

 
15. Items for future agendas: Next meeting –15 December 2025 

• Draft budget and precept recommendations – Finance Committee 
• Emergency Planning  

• Recommendation on ecology survey provider – Environment Committee 
• Tree Management Plan - Environment Committee 

 
16. Exclusion of the Press and Public: To resolve that, under the provisions of the Public Bodies 

(Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the 
meeting due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 

17. To consider a confidential approach regarding land and agree any next steps. 
 

18. To receive and consider advice concerning the proposed purchase of Puthills Copse and agree any 
further steps. 
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Present:  Cllr Stabb (Chairman) Yes Cllr Gaskin Yes 

Cllr De’Ath (Vice-Chairman) Yes Cllr Dutton Yes 

Cllr Baker Absent Cllr Scofield Yes 

Cllr Cridland Yes Cllr Short Yes 

Cllr Johnson-Smith Yes Cllr Smith Yes (left during 174/25) 

Cllr Eggar Yes Cllr Strom Yes 

Cllr Gannon Yes   

In attendance: Andrea Johnson (Clerk) and 2 members of the public 

Absent: Cllr Baker 

 

Minute   

149/25 Election of Cllr Strom (Somerset Council) 

The Chair offered her congratulations to Cllr Strom on her election to Somerset Council. 

  

150/25 Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Baker. 

  

151/25 Declarations of interest 

Cllr Short declared that her spouse has been employed by the applicant in planning proposal 
3/26/25/015 

  

152/25 Minutes of the meeting on 15 September 2025 

It was resolved that the Chair should sign the minutes as a correct record. 
Proposed: Cllr Short Seconded: Cllr Cridland 
Action: Chair to sign the minutes and Clerk to add to website. 

  

153/25 Public participation 

A member of the public commented on the Council’s approach to finance decisions. 

  

154/25 Home Farm, Blue Anchor Road, Carhampton: Lawful Development Certificate 

It was noted that an appeal has been made to the Secretary of State against Somerset Council’s 
decision to refuse application 3/26/25/007 for a Lawful Development Certificate for Home 
Farm, Blue Anchor Road, Carhampton.   

  

155/25 Exmoor National Park Authority’s Local Validation Checklist consultation 
It was resolved not to respond to the consultation.  

  



 OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 20 OCTOBER 2025 at 7PM AT 

ROADWATER VILLAGE HALL, ROADWATER 

 

 

2          
Initialled……………………………..                                                                                                                                    

 

Minute   

156/25 Monesi, Station Road, Washford 

It was resolved to object to application 3/26/25/015 on the grounds of: 
• failure to demonstrate adequate on-site turning provision; 
• Inaccuracies in the submitted plans, notably omission of the existing garage access; and 
• Insufficient visibility splays and restricted sightlines caused by the current and proposed 

use of the frontage. 
 
Proposed: Cllr Stabb Seconded: Cllr De’Ath 
Action: Clerk to submit the response to the Planning Authority 

  

157/25 Home Farm, Blue Anchor Road, Carhampton:  
It was resolved to object to applications 3/26/25/012 and 3/26/25/013 on the following 
grounds: 

• The site lies within Flood Zone 3, and the proposed flood mitigation is inadequate with 
the risk of sewage backflow. 

• The proposal would be unsafe for future occupiers, with no safe access or egress during 
flood events; and  

• The plans do not demonstrate adequate emergency vehicle access or turning space. 
 
Proposed: Cllr Gannon   Seconded: Cllr Gaskin 
Action: Clerk to submit the response to the Planning Authority 

  

158/25 Warren Bay Holiday Village 
It was resolved to object to the Variation of Condition No. 02 of application 3/26/05/030 to vary 
the wording of the condition to enable year-round use of the static caravans for holiday 
purposes on the grounds that the proposed change of use is inconsistent with the West 
Somerset Local Plan's policies on carbon reduction and the preservation of the character of 
holiday parks. 
 
Proposed: Cllr Cridland   Seconded: Cllr Gannon 
Action: Clerk to submit the response to the Planning Authority 

  

159/25 Parish Preparedness Survey 
The proposed response was reviewed and approved for submission. 
Action: Clerk to submit the response 

  

160/25 Policies 
The Co-option and the Expenses Policies were reviewed and approved without amendment. 
Action: Clerk to update the website. 
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161/25 Parish Plan 
It was resolved to adopt the revised Parish Plan, and review progress of the actions quarterly 
and at the Annual Parish Meeting.  
Proposed: Cllr Stabb Seconded: Cllr Eggar 
Action: Clerk to upload to website, with hard copies to be provided on request. 

  

162/25 Somerset Council’s Sports Pitch Operator and/or Provider Survey 
It was agreed that councillors would submit their comments to the Clerk for collation and 
submission.  
Action: Councillors to submit comments, Clerk to collate and submit. 

  

163/25 Washford Recreation Ground: tree survey 
Councillors noted the findings of the recent tree survey and resolved to appoint Mark Brewer to 
carry out the recommended remedial work at a cost of £240 plus VAT.  
 
Proposed: Cllr Gaskin Seconded: Cllr Cridland 
Action: Clerk to arrange the work. 

  

164/25 Pedestrian crossing in Washford 
The response of Somerset Council to the request for a pedestrian crossing in Washford was 
noted with disappointment. It was resolved that the response should be publicised on 
noticeboards, together with confirmation that securing a pedestrian crossing remains a priority 
for the Parish Council. 
Action: Clerk to arrange. 

  

165/25 B3191 closure 
 The update from Somerset Council regarding the B3191 closure was noted. The Local 
Community Network has formed a sub-committee to consider options. 

  

166/25 Mature Drivers Event on 12 November 2025 
It was noted that refreshments would be offered.  

  

167/25 Bank Reconciliation Statement and expenditure against budget 
The bank reconciliation statement at 30 September 2025 had been reviewed and approved by 
the Chair of the Finance Committee. Expenditure against budget was noted; there were no 
exceptional items to report.  
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Minute   

168/25 Payments made since the previous meeting 
The following payments were verified as in line with the Council’s contractual obligations and 
the powers granted to the Parish Council 
 
Payee                                        Description                                                                             Amount£ 
A Johnson                                Salary & Homeworking allowance September          710.96 
Peninsula Pensions             Pension Contributions                                                          193.21 
Unity Bank                               Service charge                                                                               6.00 
Defib Store                              New defibrillator pads x 2                                                    146.40  

  

169/25 Payments for authorisation 
 It was unanimously resolved to make the following payment under the powers granted to the 
Parish Council, totaling £1248.00 
Payee                                               Description                                                                    Amount£ 
 PKF Littlejohn                               External audit fee                                                              252.00 
Garden Care & Creation           Grounds maintenance – September                         276.00      
 M Brewer                                        Tree Survey                                                                           720.00 
 
Proposed: Cllr Scofield Seconded: Cllr Cridland 
Action: Clerk to arrange payment 

  

170/25 Reports for information only 

The Clerk’s Report was noted.  Councillors’ attention was drawn to the confirmation from 
Somerset Council that a notification was received from the owner of the pop-up campsite in 
late July and this is permitted development under Schedule 2 Part 4 Class BC of the Town and 
Country Planning General Permitted Development Order 2015 (as amended). 

Somerset Council has confirmed it will be replacing the missing grit bags in Roadwater and 
Magna Housing has confirmed that it will write to tenants asking them not to park on the bend at 
the entrance to the village. 

Councillors discussed adding the Clerk’s report to the Minutes. 

A working party had cleaned and tidied the War Memorial and painted the fencing posts ahead 
of Remembrance Sunday. The grass on the top and slope is due to be cut in the period 1 – 7 
November, the Memorial repointed and a new flag will be erected. It was noted that the wording 
on the memorial had faded and consideration would be given to grant funding to refresh this. 

 

The 20 is Plenty signs have been received and distributed, funded by the levy on the purchase of 
plastic bags. 

 

The Traffic Regulation Order for a reduction in speed limits from Dragon’s Cross to Washford is 
proceeding. An application has been made to erect a Speed Indicator Device outside the train 
station in Washford. Somerset Council has also confirmed that the implementation of the 
20mph in Washford (excluding the A39) will cost £5,500.  
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 Cllr Strom provided an overview of the approach and priorities of Exmoor National Park Local 
Planning Authority.  

It was noted that Cllrs Short, Strom and Cridland had attended New Councillor training and 
Cllrs Stabb and Strom had attended the West Somerset Flood Group Meeting where the cost to 
riparian owners of applying for a permit was discussed. 

 

It was confirmed that the application for S106 monies for play equipment at Washford 
Recreation Ground had been successful and a meeting with the provider had been arranged. 
There are further applications in process for additional play equipment and for resurfacing the 
MUGA. 

  

171/25 Matters for future meetings 
• Additional cycle route and 20mph signs from Dragons Cross to Blue Anchor – Cllr Smith 
• Draft budget and precept recommendations – Finance Committee 
• CCTV at Washford Recreation Ground 
• Emergency Planning 
• Traffic in Golsoncott 
• 20mph limit on A39 at Washford 
• Additional Speed Indicator Devices  

  

172/25 It was unanimously resolved under the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 
Meetings) Act 1960, to exclude the public and press from the remainder of the meeting due to 
the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, namely consideration of staffing 
matters and quotations for professional services work. 
Proposed: Cllr Stabb Seconded: Cllr Short 

  

173/25 The Parish Council approved by the recommendation of the Personnel Committee to increase 
the Clerk’s contracted hours from 45 hours to 73 hours per month, with effect from 1 November 
2025 and noted the corresponding adjustment to salary and budget provision. 
Proposed: Cllr Stabb Seconded: Cllr Dutton 

  

`174/25 Puthills Copse 
There was a discussion about whether the purchase of Puthills Copse should be deferred until 
ecology and condition surveys had been completed and a community consultation held. 
 
It was suggested that the Parish Council could approach a third party for advice and support. 
 
It was noted that the Parish Council had resolved to proceed with the potential purchase of 
Puthills Copse, subject to legal advice, in September 2024. Also, that following completion of 
the purchase, a Working Group would be formed to make recommendations on the future use 
and maintenance of Puthills Copse. 
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 It was also noted that the Parish Council had previously resolved to proceed with ecological 
and condition surveys. Following several references to a legal obligation on the Parish Council 
in respect of biodiversity, the Clerk clarified the duty is to have regard to the need to conserve 
and enhance biodiversity when carrying out its functions, not a duty to undertake any particularl 
actions. 
 
Cllr Smith left the meeting during this discussion. 
 
Following discussion, it was resolved that the Parish Council should proceed with the purchase 
of Puthills Copse and that the Environment Committee should meet with a view to contacting 
Somerset Wildlife Trust about the possibility of the Trust providing support and advice. 
Proposed: Cllr Scofield Seconded: Cllr Gannon 

  

175/25 Surveys  
The quotes for ecological and condition surveys were noted. It was agreed that any surveys 
should cover both Puthills Copse and Belle Vue play area. It was resolved that  

• the Parish Council should proceed with the condition and risk survey; and that 
•  the Environment Committee should meet and make a recommendation on the ecology 

surveys at the November meeting 
Proposed: Cllr Gaskin Seconded: Cllr Gannon (condition and risk survey) 
Action: Clerk to arrange condition and risk survey 

  

 There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.21pm. 

 

Signed………………………………………………………………..     

Dated: 17 December 2025 
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Somerset Council Leader Reacts to DELAY in SEND Reform 

Cllr Bill Revans, leader of Somerset Council, has voiced strong disappointment over delays to the 

Government’s upcoming Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) reform, now postponed 

to 2026. He highlighted the worsening crisis, with rising numbers of young people needing 

Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs), skyrocketing costs, and increasing wait times for families. 

 

Cllr Revans emphasised the urgent need for comprehensive reform to prevent overspending and 

deteriorating services. He met with families protesting outside County Hall, supporting calls for 

urgent change. The council has already introduced local initiatives but stresses that national 

legislation reforms are crucial to address the growing crisis. 

 

 

Somerset Council In-house Landlord Annual Report 2024-25 

Somerset Council’s 2024/25 Housing Report highlights significant progress, improved services, and 

strong tenant satisfaction. Key achievements include managing nearly £33m, completing 19,000 

repairs—over 4,300 emergencies with 95% responded to within 24 hours—and maintaining 100% 

compliance on home safety measures. . The housing referenced in this report is the Council owned 

housing stock in West and North of the county.  

 

The council invested in upgrading homes with new windows, kitchens, roofs, and bathrooms, and 

developed energy-efficient housing. Around 270 vacant homes were let, with rent collection hitting 

99.8%, and support was provided for 200 anti-social behaviour cases. Overall tenant satisfaction 

reached 76%, with most measures exceeding national averages. 

The council remains committed to delivering safe homes, excellent service, and ongoing 

engagement. Visit the Housing Performance page for more details and previous reports. 

 

New Councillors Elected in Dunster and Glastonbury 

Voters in Dunster and Glastonbury have elected new councillors following October by-elections for 

vacant seats on Somerset Council.  

In Dunster, Cara Strom (Liberal Democrat) secured the seat with 1,142 votes, with a 32.2% turnout. 

In Glastonbury, Ewan Cameron (Liberal Democrat) was elected with 882 votes, with a turnout of 

33.5%. 

 

Third Year of Somerset’s Winter Coat Exchange 

Libraries across Somerset are now collecting donated coats again to help residents stay warm and 

reduce waste. Last year, 2,470 coats were donated, with most given to the charity RAFT, supporting 

displaced people locally and abroad.  

Participating libraries include Burnham-on-Sea, Chard, Dulverton, Glastonbury, Ilminster, Langport, 

Minehead, Porlock, Shepton Mallet, Street, Taunton, Wellington, Williton, and Yeovil.  

https://somersetcc.sharepoint.com/sites/SCCPublic/Housing%20Support/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FHousing%20Support%2FIn%2Dhouse%20Landlord%20Annual%20Report%202024%2D2025%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSCCPublic%2FHousing%20Support&p=true&ga=1
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/housing-support/council-and-social-housing/our-housing-performance/
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Donations are welcomed in good, clean condition—any size or age—and can be left with library 

staff. For more info, visit your local library, the Somerset Libraries UK Facebook page, or email 

librariesmail@somerset.gov.uk. 

 

 

Cost-of-Living Support for Somerset Residents This Winter 

Somerset Council and community partners are offering support like food banks, mental health 

advice, council tax relief, housing payments, and heating assistance. Visit somerset.gov.uk/cost-of-

living-support to check eligibility and apply. If you lack internet access, call 0300 123 2224 and ask 

for ‘cost of living crisis support’. 

 

 

Supporting Somerset Residents to Stay Safe, Warm, and Well This Winter 

As winter approaches and costs rise, Somerset organisations are teaming up to help residents stay 

safe and healthy. Public Health Somerset, NHS Somerset, the Centre for Sustainable Energy, Citizens 

Advice Somerset, and community partners will hold a free Winter Wellness Webinar on Wednesday, 

5 November, from 12pm to 1pm.  

To join, register on the Microsoft Teams event page. The webinar is open to all supporting Somerset 

communities. 

 

 

Somerset Council’s Winter Service Ready for Ice and Snow 

Somerset Council, in partnership with Kier Transportation Ltd, is fully prepared for winter with a 

fleet of 23 gritters ready to treat roads when temperatures drop. Gritting involves spreading salt on 

key routes to prevent ice formation and ensure safer travel during cold weather.  

Last winter saw teams make 1,679 visits covering over 117,000 miles, using more than 6,000 tonnes 

of salt, often during day and night shifts. The council’s preparation included summer depot work, 

weather monitoring, and coordinated snowplough efforts with farmers. 

The council prioritizes critical routes, and community support is encouraged—roadside grit bins can 

be refilled on request, and residents can join the snow warden scheme. This winter, two new gritters 

will be added to the fleet, with a creative competition inviting school children to name them.  

Stay updated with gritting plans via @TravelSomerset on X (Twitter) and Facebook. Drivers are 

reminded to drive cautiously, especially in wintery conditions, and to avoid overtaking gritters during 

salting operations. For tips on winter driving, visit the Council’s Road Safety webpage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://facebook.com/SomersetLibrariesUK
mailto:librariesmail@somerset.gov.uk
https://somerset.gov.uk/cost-of-living-support
https://somerset.gov.uk/cost-of-living-support
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/57925955-a28e-4787-b5db-207f6210fa93@b524f606-f77a-4aa2-8da2-fe70343b0cce
https://somersetroadsafety.org/drivers/weather/
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Somerset Launches Homelessness Charter to Unite Community Effort 

Somerset Council has introduced a Homelessness Charter to encourage residents, businesses, and 

services to work together to tackle homelessness. Launched on 23 October with community and 

lived experience speakers, the charter is based on four principles: improving data, ending rough 

sleeping, increasing access to suitable accommodation, and enhancing prevention efforts. Councillor 

Sarah Wakefield emphasized the importance of collective action, urging everyone to sign the charter 

or join action groups. Claire Tough, Chair of the Homelessness Reduction Board, highlighted the 

community’s shared goal to prevent homelessness through dignity, respect, and support. Find out 

more and get involved via the Council’s Homelessness Reduction Board page. 

 

 

Supporting Domestic Abuse Victims and Improving Assistance in Somerset 

Somerset Council has launched a comprehensive Domestic Abuse Toolkit for Solicitors, providing 

free guidance and training to help legal professionals support clients affected by domestic abuse. 

The toolkit includes advice on the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, safe consultation practices, client 

confidentiality, and available local support services, empowering solicitors to make a meaningful 

difference. 

In addition, Somerset Domestic Abuse Service has extended its online support hours to 4pm, making 

confidential help more accessible. The service offers free support via 

somersetdomesticabuse.org.uk, with a helpline open 8am to 8pm, seven days a week. In 

emergencies, dial 999 or use the Silent Solution system. 

Together, these initiatives aim to create a safer, more supportive environment for those 

experiencing domestic abuse. For help or more information, visit the website, call 0800 69 49 999, or 

email domesticabuseservice@somerset.gov.uk 

 

 

 

Come for a Cuppa with a Carer: Fostering Events in Somerset this November 

Somerset Council invites anyone interested in fostering to join relaxing 'Cuppa with a Carer' events 

this month. These informal sessions offer the chance to chat with experienced foster carers, share 

stories, and get answers about the fostering process, support, and options.  

 

Events are scheduled in Bridgwater, Taunton and Shepton Mallet Offices 

Fostering opportunities range from short-term care to long-term placements, with no experience 

needed—just a spare room and a desire to make a difference. For more details, visit 

fosteringinsomerset.org.uk or call 0800 587 9900. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/housing-support/homelessness-and-prevention/homelessness-reduction-board-homelessness-charter/
https://somersetdomesticabuse.org.uk/
mailto:domesticabuseservice@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.fosteringinsomerset.org.uk/
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Somerset Unites to Support Loved Ones and Employees in Quitting Smoking 

This autumn, Somerset residents are encouraged to show support for friends, family, and colleagues 

on their journey to become smoke-free. The ‘What’s Your Why?’ Pledge by Smokefree Somerset 

aims to encourage conversations and community encouragement, helping those thinking about 

quitting to feel less alone. Residents can pledge at local events or online and access free, expert 

support to quit smoking. Leanne, a Somerset mum who successfully quit, shared how the pledge 

inspired her to quit and live healthier. 

Alongside community efforts, Somerset Council and local businesses are launching a year-long 

scheme to help employees quit smoking, offering free therapies and support to promote healthier 

workplaces. With research showing smoking costs the UK economy billions, these initiatives aim to 

create a healthier, more supportive Somerset. 

Find out more and make your pledge at smokefreesomerset.org.uk. 

 

 

Garden Waste Collection Changes for Somerset Subscribers 

From 24 November, around 53,000 Somerset garden waste subscribers will have changes to their 

collection day due to increased subscriptions and route capacity limits. Some residents will see a 

change in collection week, day, or a one-off interim collection on Saturday, 22 November. Notices 

will be sent via email or post, and online calendars will be updated. Residents are encouraged to 

check their new collection schedules online.  

 

 

Reduce Pumpkin Waste This Halloween in Somerset 

Somerset Council warns that Halloween last year generated 146 tonnes of extra food waste, a 19% 

rise. To help cut waste, residents are encouraged to make the most of their pumpkins by eating the 

flesh, seeds, and guts. Instead of discarding pumpkins, try making pumpkin cake, soup, or roasting 

seeds. Any scraps not usable can be recycled, composted, or frozen. For ideas, visit Love Food Hate 

Waste’s Make the most of your pumpkin page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://smokefreesomerset.org.uk/
https://iportal.itouchvision.com/icollectionday/collection-day/?uuid=625C791B4D9301137723E9095361401AE8C03934&lang=en
https://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/good-food-habits/halloween-make-most-your-pumpkin
https://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/good-food-habits/halloween-make-most-your-pumpkin
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Consultation on Charitable Collection Licensing Policy 

Somerset Council is seeking public input on a new policy to simplify and standardize charitable 

collection licensing across the county. The proposed policy aims to reduce bureaucracy, cut 

administration costs, and promote responsible fundraising. Key changes include allowing permits 

only for registered charities, permitting street collections any day, and removing the requirement to 

publish collection proceeds in local newspapers. The Council invites residents, charities, and 

stakeholders to review and comment on the draft policy from November 1, 2025, to January 23, 

2026. For more information, visit the Council’s consultation page from 1 November. 

 

 

 

 

Report it first: useful Links to share with your communities 

 

Visit - Report a Problem on the Road: - A list of all reporting pages to do with roads, pavements, lighting: 

Report a problem on the road 

 

Potholes and road damage - Somerset Council repair potholes and other road defects, and maintain our roads, 

for the safe access of all road users: 

Potholes, road damage and edge loss 

 

Report a problem with a street light - We maintain and repair street lights to national standards to provide safe 

access to all road users: 

Report a problem with a street light 

 

Roads, travel and parking, road signs, markings and lighting - Includes information about non-illuminated 

bollards, pedestrian crossings, requesting a village nameplate or a new road sign:  

Road signs, bollards and road markings 

 

Speed limits - Request information about new or existing traffic calming measures: 
Speed limits 

 

Traffic lights -We maintain over 200 traffic light locations throughout the County: 
Traffic lights 

 

Street and roadworks - We maintain the roads and pavements that are managed at public expense in Somerset: 
Street and roadworks problems 
 

Traffic - updates and roadworks follow:  

Travel Somerset on X and Travel Somerset on Facebook.   

 

All ongoing roadworks - available on the Somerset Council website interactive map 

Roadworks and travel information 

 
Somerset Waste - collection days, replacement bins or recycling bags and missed collection reporting: 

Bins, recycling and waste 

https://somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/licensing/charitable-collection-licensing-policy/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-on-the-road/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/potholes-and-road-damage/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/report-a-problem-with-a-street-light/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/road-signs-bollards-and-road-markings/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/speed-limits/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/traffic-lights/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/street-and-roadworks/
https://x.com/TravelSomerset
https://www.facebook.com/travelsomerset/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/roadworks-and-travel/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/bins-recycling-and-waste/#online-waste-services
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Travel and Tourist Information 

Travel Somerset - Art, Culture, Events, History & More 

 

Sign-up for the latest climate news from across Somerset: 

Climate newsletter sign-up 

 

Open Somerset Council Consultations - which anyone can complete and take part in shaping the future of 

Somerset 

Somerset Council - Citizen Space - Consultations 

 

SOMERSET COUNCIL TELEPHONE NO - 0300 123 2224 

 

https://www.travelsomerset.co.uk/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/climate-and-ecological-emergency/newsletter-sign-up/
https://somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/consultation_finder/?_collection=eyJzb3J0X29uIjogImljb25zdWx0YWJsZV9lbmRkYXRlIiwgInNvcnRfb3JkZXIiOiAiYXNjZW5kaW5nIiwgInN0IjogIm9wZW4iLCAiY29sbGVjdGlvbl90aXRsZSI6ICJPcGVuIEFjdGl2aXRpZXMifQ%3D%3D%3Aa7f3f028346958f31dc3bc620401799be7e2196d21c52c045cdc57a0a68904ac#cs-finder-results-container
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OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
REPORT TO COUNCIL  

 

Meeting Date: 17 November 2025 Proposer: Andrea Johnson, Clerk 
 

Agenda Item: 7 Publication of Supporting Meeting Papers 
 

Purpose of Report 
To consider whether Old Cleeve Parish Council should publish both agendas and the supporting papers 
which accompany meeting agendas (excluding confidential items) on its website, to assist both 
councillors and members of the public in understanding the context of business transacted. 
 
Summary of Recommendations 
That, as standard practice, all supporting reports, appendices and background papers that accompany 
meeting agendas are uploaded to the Council website at the same time as the agenda is published, 
unless the item is legitimately confidential under Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (or 
other legislation), in which case those papers will remain restricted. 
 
Parish Plan 
N/A 
 
Funding 
Minimal financial impact. 
 
Biodiversity 
Although the act of publishing supporting papers has no direct physical ecological impact, routine 
publication enables councillors to demonstrate that they have met their duty to have regard to 
biodiversity in their decision-making (for example land management, verge cutting regimes, planning 
responses, riparian maintenance, pesticide use etc).  
 
Making this information openly available also helps protect continuity of decision-making. Many 
ecology-led initiatives require multi-year consistency, and increased access to the rationale and 
historical context reduces the risk of unintended policy reversals purely through loss of institutional 
memory. 
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Background and Context 
Recent discussions have highlighted that newly elected members do not always have full background 
knowledge of past matters that continue to arise on agendas. Supporting papers hold contextual and 
historical information which may not be fully captured within agenda item headings or within the 
approved minutes. 
 
The Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities 2014 requires parish councils with gross 
income/expenditure of £25,000 or less to publish a defined list of information as part of the 
transparency regime –including agendas, minutes and “papers and reports” provided to councillors. 
 
Whilst Old Cleeve parish Council’s precept is above this threshold, meaning it is not legally obliged 
under current legislation to publish supporting documents, it is entirely permissible to do so. It is also 
consistent with accepted expectations of transparency within the sector. 
 
Members of the public are entitled to request this material via Freedom of Information legislation in any 
event.  

Advantages Disadvantages/Risks 
Improved transparency and public 
confidence 

Small increase to administrative time preparing 
documents for publication (redaction where required) 

Reduced time handling ad-hoc 
information requests 

Risk of accidental disclosure of personal data or legally 
restricted information if papers are not carefully 
checked first 

Useful reference for new councillors 
to understand legacy matters 

Potential for misinterpretation of background material 
without the accompanying discussion and context at 
the meeting. 

Better informed debate and decision 
making 

 

Proactive publication removes the 
need for repeated FOI requests and 
provides a consistent level of access 
for all. 

 

 

Recommendation Option with Reasons 
 

That Councillors support the principle of publishing meeting papers as set out above and instruct 
the Clerk to implement this from the next full meeting and add historical agenda packs to the 
website so far as practical. 
 
 
 



Old Cleeve Parish Council

8 November 2025 (2025-2026)

Prepared by:

Date:Approved by:

Date:

Name and Role (Clerk/RFO etc)

Name and Role (RFO/Chair of Finance etc)

Bank Reconciliation at 31/10/2025

Cash in Hand 01/04/2025  86,296.15

ADD

Receipts 01/04/2025 - 31/10/2025  47,241.63

 133,537.78

SUBTRACT

 22,358.86Payments 01/04/2025 - 31/10/2025

A Cash in Hand 31/10/2025  111,178.92

(per Cash Book)

Cash in hand per Bank Statements

Petty Cash  0.0031/10/2025

Unity Current Account  6,175.8431/10/2025

Unity Reserve Account  32,606.9531/10/2025

Unity Ringfenced Reserve Account  72,396.1331/10/2025

 111,178.92

B

Less unpresented payments

Plus unpresented receipts

Adjusted Bank Balance  111,178.92

 409.54

 110,769.38

 409.54

A = B Checks out OK



Old Cleeve Parish Council

All Cost Centres and Codes

8 November 2025 (2025-2026)

Summary of Receipts and Payments

Administration & Technology

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 4 Homeworking allowance  312.00  208.00  104.00  104.00  (33%)

 7 Insurance  1,000.00  796.31  203.69  203.69  (20%)

 8 Member Subscriptions  700.00  89.40  610.60  610.60  (87%)

 9 Election fees  100.00  100.00  100.00  (100%)

 10 Audit fees  500.00  260.00  240.00  240.00  (48%)

 11 Training  1,300.00  320.00  980.00  980.00  (75%)

 14 Hall hire  600.00  154.00  446.00  446.00  (74%)

 41 Expenses  250.00  116.55  133.45  133.45  (53%)

 47 Defibrillator Consumables  850.00  122.00  728.00  728.00  (85%)

 48 Bank service charge  100.00  42.00  58.00  58.00  (58%)

 51 Personnel Costs  13,000.00  6,798.26  6,201.74  6,201.74  (47%)

 52 Administration and Technology  1,500.00  376.89  1,123.11  1,123.11  (74%)

 55 Freedom of the Parish Award costs  (N/A)

 20,212.00  9,283.41  10,928.59SUB TOTAL  10,928.59  (54%)

Assets: maintenance

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 18 Bus shelter cleaning and maintenance  2,000.00  425.00  1,575.00  1,575.00  (78%)

 32 War Memorial  200.00  200.00  200.00  (100%)

 35 Sand Stores and Sheds  100.00  70.81  29.19  29.19  (29%)

 40 Grounds Maintenance and electricity  3,500.00  2,805.00  695.00  695.00  (19%)

 57 Emergency Blood Kits  (N/A)

 58 Noticeboards  380.00 -380.00 -380.00  (N/A)

 59 Speed Indicator Device  157.79 -157.79 -157.79  (N/A)

 60 Defibrillator  75.00 -75.00 -75.00  (N/A)

 5,800.00  3,913.60  1,886.40SUB TOTAL  1,886.40  (32%)

Capital funds

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 27 Washford Recreational Ground & MUGA  4,000.00  3,090.40  909.60  909.60  (22%)

 28 Bus shelter replacement  300.00  300.00  300.00  (100%)

 29 Reserves  (N/A)

 33 Defibrillator  200.00  439.00 -239.00 -239.00  (-119%)

 56 Puthills Copse  (N/A)

 4,500.00  3,529.40  970.60SUB TOTAL  970.60  (21%)

Community facilities support

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 53 Recreational support  (N/A)
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Old Cleeve Parish Council

All Cost Centres and Codes

8 November 2025 (2025-2026)

Summary of Receipts and Payments

SUB TOTAL  (N/A)

Donations

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 25 Donations fund  4,000.00  995.00  3,005.00  3,005.00  (75%)

 26 Blue Anchor Toilets  6,000.00  3,000.00  3,000.00  3,000.00  (50%)

 10,000.00  3,995.00  6,005.00SUB TOTAL  6,005.00  (60%)

Income

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 12 Precept  44,750.00  44,750.00  (0%)

 30 Interest  1,260.53  1,260.53  1,260.53  (N/A)

 34 VAT reclaim  (N/A)

 44 HMRC refund  (N/A)

 46,010.53 44,750.00  1,260.53SUB TOTAL  1,260.53  (2%)

Services

Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance

Receipts Payments

Budgeted Actual Variance

Net Position

+/- Under/over spend

 16 MUGA maintenance and electricity  (N/A)

 17 Flood store and equipment  (N/A)

SUB TOTAL  (N/A)

 46,010.53 44,750.00  40,512.00  20,721.41

 47,241.63  22,358.86

 1,231.10  1,637.45

 19,790.59 1,260.53NET TOTAL

V.A.T.

GROSS TOTAL

Summary

 21,051.12  (24%)
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              OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Schedule of Payments 
 

Payments made pursuant to contractual obligations or agreed in previous meetings and to be verified 
 

Payee Description £  Power to pay 
A Johnson Salary & Homeworking allowance October 711.16  S111 Local Government Act 1972 

 

Peninsula Pensions Pension Contributions October 193.21 
Unity Trust Bank Bank service charge October      6.00 

 

 
 
Payments to be authorised 17 November 2025 
 

Payee Description £ Power to pay 
Cllr De’Ath Paint for War Memorial £21.99  
Garden Care & Creation Grounds maintenance  - October 312.00 S9 & 10 Open Spaces Act 1906 
Tyron Barrett Bus shelter cleaning 175.00 S4 Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 

1953 
A Johnson Travel and stationery expenses 30.97 S111 Local Government Act 1972 

 
 

 
Total payments to be authorised:  £539.96 
 



 

 

 

 

 

5th November 2025 

 
Ms Janette Bell, 
Managing Director, 
First Bus, 
8th Floor,  
The Point,  
37 North Wharf Road,  
London,  
W2 1AF 
 

Re: Exmoor Explorer Bus Service 2026 

Dear Ms Bell 

Porlock, in West Somerset, is a remote community with the oldest population and lowest social 
mobility in the UK. Our economy relies on tourism and agriculture, and we are among the 30% most 
deprived areas nationally. Public transport is limited, and 30% of residents live alone. 

We request that you consider these factors when planning the 2026 Exmoor Explorer bus service 
between Blue Anchor and Ilfracombe on behalf of the Porlock Vale community. 

Porlock Vale CIC operates the village’s Information Centre, where our team is well-informed about 
local tourism trends. We regularly receive feedback from both visitors and residents regarding the 
Exmoor Coaster bus, which was highly praised in 2024 and in previous years.  In contrast, there has 
been notable disappointment with the Exmoor Explorer service in 2025. Previously, we confidently 
recommended the open-top bus to all, but this season, the replacement with older, closed double-
decker buses has diminished our enthusiasm. 

The original Exmoor Coaster open-top bus service, which operated from Easter to October—and 
initially throughout the winter—was highly popular. It offered more than just transportation between 
Blue Anchor and Ilfracombe; it provided a memorable experience for passengers, who enjoyed the 
unique thrill of open-top travel and the dramatic routes over Porlock and Countisbury Hills. This 
service attracted visitors specifically seeking this experience, significantly benefiting local tourism 
and businesses. We commend First Bus for their vision and for delivering such a valuable amenity to 
West Somerset and Porlock and further afield into North Devon. 

We have received consistent negative feedback regarding the newly named Exmoor Explorer bus 
service in 2025. Concerns include poor vehicle condition, unreliable timetables, and instances of 
buses failing to arrive, leaving passengers stranded in Ilfracombe. The absence of the promised open-

Vale Yard, High Street, Porlock, TA24 8PU 
Tel:  01643 863150 

Email:  manager@porlock.co.uk 
Web site:  www.porlock.co.uk 

Company No: 14109622 

mailto:manager@porlock.co.uk
http://www.porlock.co.uk/


top experience during the summer holidays was disappointing, and the limited three-month operating 
period negatively impacted local tourism businesses. 

We understand that safety concerns, such as untrimmed trees, and funding limitations contributed to 
these issues. 
 

We respectfully request that First Bus consider the following points ahead of the 2026 season: 

• Operate the open-top bus service. 
• Commence the service at Easter and continue, at a minimum, until 31st October. Notably, 

Porlock receives the highest number of visitors outside of school holidays, many of whom rely 
on public transport for walking excursions. 

• Explore the possibility of providing a minimal weekend service, using a small bus or minibus, 
throughout the winter season between Minehead and Lynmouth. 

• Publish comprehensive and detailed timetables well in advance to enable visitors to plan their 
journeys effectively. 

• Coordinate with local highways departments to ensure that tree and branch cutting is 
completed prior to the start of the season. 

• If funding presents a challenge, we encourage collaboration and open communication with all 
town and parish councils along the route from Blue Anchor to Ilfracombe to explore potential 
financial support. As these are all tourist destinations, there may be a willingness to 
contribute. 

• Maintain open and transparent communication at all times. 

Please find a compilation of comments from local businesses and individuals, gathered during our 
recent feedback initiative, at the end of our letter. 
 
We look forward to your response.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deborah Stanyon 
Porlock Information Centre Manager 
On behalf of Porlock Vale CIC 
 

c.c. Rachel Gilmour MP for Tiverton and Minehead 
John Perret, Transport Service Manager, Somerset Council 
Cllr Mike Rigby, Somerset Council 
Hannah Clark, Transportation Service Manager, Devon Council 
Dan James, Enterprise and Communications Manager, Exmoor National Park Authority  
 

 

 



Comments from businesses and individuals 

A Porlock Hotel 

We’ve received a lot of negative feedback regarding the peak season timetable particularly, with 
not enough frequency of buses. People are also still finding the Coaster website and 
understandably misreading the 2024 information, leading to more negativity, compounded by the 
lack of availability of taxis and the price if we have to call out a Minehead or Lynton/Lynmouth firm. 

The Exmoor Explorer seems to think that our season finishes at the end of August, and the buses 
are ending then, but this couldn’t be further from the truth. We will be having to explain it’s not 
running well into September and October. 

Public transport in rural areas seems to be massively overlooked, while we hear of new routes 
opening in areas such as Bristol. The damage to local economies is un-calculatable because we 
don’t have a comparison, but it is definitely a factor, not just from wider tourism but also local 
people enjoying a day out. 

I do hope some investment can be achieved to help all local businesses. 

 

Self-catering cottages business located between Dunster and Minehead 

The coaster was so busy by the time it got to Minehead that they could not board and either sit 
with their kids, or get a place at all 

No open top vehicles – the closed top are unpopular especially as the promotional photos all show 
the open top 

Crappy timetable meant that days are broken up waiting to board in Minehead only to discover it 
was not open top/no places  

There’s a sense that the promises made on the marketing and the reality are very different.  

It’s a shame as so many of my guests have it as one of their days/half day activities. 

 

Self-catering accommodation based in Porlock 

I think that the open top coaster bus has been a really valuable resource for our guests.  Last year 
I had feedback from several guests saying how much they valued the service and they chose to 
leave the car on our drive for the duration of their stay.  We regularly use public transport when we 
are away on holiday and think it is really important both environmentally and to enhance the 
options that guests have for travel during their stays, especially when there are limited options for 
transport in the area. 

I haven't personally used the bus as we tend to only stay when it is out of season, but if it was 
running we would most definitely use it. 

 

Self-catering accommodation based in Porlock Weir 

I totally agree about the open top being preferable and also about other routes/frequency. 

 

 

Local resident 

I think the fact they have closed the roof on the  bus is a very big factor. I understand why to a 
degree but it’s just not the same thing with a roof on  



 

Porlock resident 

I don't own a business, but used to include a trip on the open top Exmoor Coaster as one of the 
activities that we did with our visitors.  

I would like to see the opening bus return.  

It would also be beneficial to avoid the Exmoor Coaster running very close to other buses on this 
route. So timetabling is also an issue. 

 

Porlock Café & Restaurant 

We have noticed a large drop off in our tourist income this year.  While not solely attributable to the 
lack of a tourist Bus Service in April, May, September, and October it will surely have been partly 
responsible.   

We always know when the Exmoor Coaster arrives and departs as we have an influx of 
customers. Our visitors loved the open top Bus and many comment on its removal and are 
disappointed that it’s not running. A ride on the Coaster to Lynton and Lynmouth was a highlight for 
many and great value for money.  

Times are hard in hospitality now with government measures over minimum wage and National 
Insurance increases hitting us hard. If Somerset Council want small hospitality businesses like us 
to survive they need to support us and not drive another nail in the coffin! 

Please feel free to add my contact details to any further communication with Rachel Gilmore or 
Somerset council as we are totally supportive of Porlock vale CIC and the visitor Centre in their 
stance on this matter.  

 

Visitor from Cornwall 

We travelled up from Cornwall for a short midweek break to re visit some of our favourite north 
Devon haunts. Having spent an excellent two nights walking, shopping and sightseeing we 
decided to use the open top bus service to make a round trip from Lynmouth to Minehead and 
back. We had looked online to confirm times etc and were all very excited having used the service 
before.  

You can only imagine our displeasure when a non open top bus arrived. No mention was made 
online or at the bus stop that this would be the case.  

The trip up over the moors has been a highlight for us before and the elevated seating on the bus 
gives such a unique view that it really is something to behold.  

It seems that that with the tourism industry under increasing pressure losing such a vital service is 
going to cost local business along the route a lot of money and footfall.  

We walked to Porlock weir for a lovely lunch, visited the church and numerous shops including a 
tea room but in all honesty would think twice if we were planning the trip again without the bus 
service.  

I would further point out that when the bus arrived in Lynmouth and people realised it was not 
open topped that at least one third of the waiting passengers decided last minute to not use the 
service. This if multiplied over the season accounts to vast sum of tourism money simply not 
flowing into Porlock and other areas along the route.  

We were told the council had failed to maintain the route and it was not suitable for an open top 
bus. 



All round it was bitterly disappointing and seems so short sighted to not have it running.  

Every passenger on the bus is not only taking a car off the route and providing cleaner 
transportation it is also a gateway to villages that ordinarily would not be visited in isolation.  

 

Porlock  Guest House 

Our customers disappointment centred around how late in the season the service actually 
commenced (why so late?) and the lack of open top buses which is the key attraction. The other 
issue for them was the unreliability of the old buses that were obviously bought from Portsmouth 
obviously at some knock down price. Two of our guests were quite upset to be almost abandoned 
in Ilfracombe when buses simply didn’t show up due to breakdowns. Quite a poor service all round 
really…… 

Porlock Residents 

I have concluded, based on the operation & performance of the Exmoor Explorer during 2025 that 
the operator has tried to make the service so useless and so unattractive and unusable 
for passengers in order to show that there is 'No Demand' for this vital service for Porlock and the 
surrounding area, both for residents and the hugely important tourism trade for the locality. 

I base this conclusion on: 

• Removing the 'open top' aspect, the primary asset & focus of the whole experience. 
• Using single decker buses and even the awful livery brown and yellow bus that is standard 

running to Taunton. 
• Appalling reduction in length of period of running the timetable and limiting frequency 
• Amount of breakdowns and subsequent disgruntled passengers not able to fulfil their plans. 

I can definitely confirm that it has impacted the tourism trade in Porlock as my family did not come 
to visit, having found out their favourite day out experience was no longer possible. They were so 
disappointed.    Thanks 

 

Hotel based in Dunster 

I  would ask the Public Authorities (eg DCC, SCC and others) to support a winter service as well 
which could be operated by one vehicle (open top or enclosed, single or double decker) and one 
driver plus a relief to cover days off, illness and holidays. (see suggested timetable in attached 
report to Somerset Council 

Our holiday season should not cease abruptly at the end of October and out of season bookings 
are highly valued – also being quieter they do not place as much pressure on local 
services.   Similarly our local residents should have the freedom of public transport throughout the 
year.  This year First have decided to cease the service at the August Bank Holiday weekend. 

 

If we look at the past history and the problems 

 

The service was initially under the control of the First Bus Minehead depot manager  Kev Nixon 
who understood the potential and did much to promote the service. It must be recognised that he 
started to develop the route from a standing start so any take-up particularly for locals and off 
season visitors would be slow but passenger numbers grew year on year.  The service won two 
national awards.   



The administration and overall management of the service was then transferred to First Bus 
Cornwall area office.  Advance publicity even of timetables or running days practically ceased so 
accommodation providers like ourselves were unable to promote the service as an attraction when 
discussing advance and group bookings.  Typically it reached the point where confirmation of the 
existence of the service was only issued in March for the forthcoming season. (see below) 

Timetables that were produced started the daily service too early and finished too late for most 
people. With a round trip of 2 Hours this meant that there was a long wait for the next /earlier bus. 

Also the Sunday service has recently been run on a restricted timetable yet this should be one of 
the busiest days of the week. The result is that we actively discourage guests from travelling on a 
Sunday for fear of being left behind as the last bus could well be full. 

First Bus failed to test the route before the 2025 season and as a result did not notify the Highway 
Authorities in a timely manor of any tree branches that needed attention.   Why not work with the 
Authorities and provide an open top bus and driver to assist them in a day of tree surgery.   As a 
result this year they have been unable to use their brightly painted “Exmoor” open top buses which 
were an advert in themselves for the service and instead have used ordinary service buses which 
had little or no marketing appeal. 

Timetables became very difficult to read – we even produced our own. 

Obviously the turnover in high summer is better and in past years could be as much as £1,000 per 
vehicle per day.  This is because Kev Nixon appreciated that the summer income was essential to 
maintain the service throughout the year.  He realised that it needed to be a “Tourist Attraction 
offering transport throughout the whole year on a unique route” rather than a mere service bus. 

The grants of £60,000 given by the Local Authorities this year should be used to support the 
service in the winter months when we all acknowledge that it will be loss making. Instead they 
have added to the income of a badly managed and inefficient summer service which could and 
should be profitable. 

Porlock Resident 

We frequently used the Exmoor Coaster bus when it was an open top double decker, as local 
residents and with visitors, between Easter and the end of October. It was great fun in 2019 when 
it ran throughout the year - a freezing ride one November so memorable! 

Each year its operational time has been reduced by many weeks. A night stars event was brilliant. 
Reinstate that idea? 

The reduced service through the village and the enclosed bus has not encouraged us to use the 
service this year. Concerned it would be full by the time it got to Porlock - difficult to make plans. 
Greatly reduced timetable! 

To only run it for the school holidays is so disappointing and so much less of an experience being 
shut in behind glass.  

I recognise there must be significant costs to keep the journey safe with the hazard of overhanging 
branches etc but hedges need maintaining and that is achieved. 

There must have been a negative impact on local shops in Porlock and over the border in Devon. 
People driving through and not stopping to explore and spend money. 

 

The Exmoor Explorer needs to run from Easter to the end of October. Increase the cost of the 
journey a little to raise much needed revenue. It is not your typical bus ride and I believe visitors 
and locals would pay substantially more to see it return. It used to be full when we paid £12. 

It feels like a great loss to the local area - a special attraction taken away. 



Porlock Resident 

We now live on Exmoor, but for over 30 years, we travelled this way to enjoy the beauty of Exmoor 
National Park.  During past summer seasons when possible, we took the opportunity to ride this 
magnificent journey, sometimes all the way to Ilfracombe.  When friends and family come to stay, 
it's been a highlight of their visit.  So as you can imagine, we were devastated to learn the open 
top service wasn't running this year.  We received mixed messages online.  At first we read it 
would run, but only from 25th July.  My birthday was on 26th so we planned a day trip as a ride 
along this route is one of my absolutely favourite things to do.  The weather was perfect and we 
duly waited at the bus stop for the mid-morning bus from Dunster Steep.  Our disappointment 
when a normal double decker turned up was considerable (as was that of our fellow 
passengers).  The driver explained that due to the amount of overhanging trees, the company  had 
decided to no longer run the open top service. 

I understand the health and safety aspect.  I also appreciate the bus company can't afford to 
accept potential liability claims for personal injury.  But as the bus driver suggested, why  not run 
the open top service between Minehead and Lynmouth at least?   There are far fewer overhanging 
trees on this stretch and the most magnificent views that locals and tourists alike can 
appreciate.  Yes you can still see everything from a stuffy double decker, but the excitement and 
the sensation of riding high up with the wind in our hair and the sunshine on our faces, waving to 
passers by, is like an exciting fairground ride - joyful!  I completely understand how stopping this 
service has greatly reduced tourist numbers and footfall in the village.   

My daughter and her partner have travelled all over the world to some of the world's most exciting 
destinations, but two summers ago, they joined us for their first time, and were completely 
enraptured by the experience of this relatively straight forward journey, and the wonderful day we 
spent together as a family. 

I would also like to mention that the drivers were some of the most friendly and helpful we've come 
across - another reason I'm sure why this service has been so popular with tourists and locals 
alike. 

Please please please bring this service back, if only between Watchet or Minehead and Lynmouth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 
 

 

 

OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
REPORT TO COUNCIL  

 

Meeting Date: 17 November 2025  
 

Agenda Item: 12. Community Governance Review (CGR) 
 

Purpose of Report 
This paper provides an outline of the planned CGR to be undertaken by Somerset Council and 
invites the Parish Council to consider two specific matters regarding its own governance 
arrangements. 
 
Questions for consideration 

1. The Parish Council is asked to consider whether it wishes to submit a request to Somerset 
Council by 31 December 2025 to alter the number of councillors for Old Cleeve Parish 
Council. 
 
If Councillors wish to explore a reduction or increase, an outline justification would be 
required for submission. 

 
2. Roadwater Ward. Councillors representing the Roadwater ward have indicated a wish to 

explore the possibility of Roadwater separating from Old Cleeve Parish and joining a 
different parish within the Exmoor area. 
 
At this stage, ward boundary changes cannot be submitted for consideration, however the 
Council may wish to note the intention and begin planning engagement with neighbouring 
councils and local communities in advance of the county‑wide CGR process in 2027. 

 
Parish Plan 
Proposals to change councillor numbers or ward boundaries could affect the Council’s ability to 
deliver the Parish Plan and any Ward changes could impact on its longer-term priorities. 
 
Funding 
The Parish Council has not budgeted for the cost of engagement with the local community. 

 
Biodiversity - N/A 
 
Background and Context 
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) review of Somerset Council 
divisions is currently underway, with recommendations expected in December 2025. Following 
this, Somerset Council will undertake a county‑wide CGR. 
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The CGR will begin in summer 2027. There is insufficient time between publication of the LGBCE 
recommendations and the May 2027 Somerset Council elections to implement parish governance 
changes. Therefore, any changes arising from the CGR will take effect from the Somerset Council 
elections in May 2031. 
 
A Community Governance Review is used to consider whether parish governance arrangements 
reflect local identity and provide effective and convenient local government. 
 
A CGR may recommend changes including: 

• creating, merging, altering or abolishing parishes 
• altering parish boundaries 
• renaming parishes or parish wards 
• changing the number of parish councillors 
• adjusting electoral arrangements such as warding or election cycles 
• grouping or de‑grouping parishes under a common council 

 
Somerset Council has advised parish councils to begin reviewing their own arrangements and to 
engage with neighbouring councils and local communities accordingly. 
 
Any requests for change to the number of councillors (whether at whole council level or within an 
existing ward) must be submitted to Somerset Council by 31 December 2025, to enable 
consideration during 2026. 
 
Somerset Council will consider requests against NALC Circular 1126/1988 below

 
 
Changes to warding arrangements (e.g. moving or creating wards) cannot be considered at this 
stage - such requests should be made later, as part of the county‑wide CGR process commencing 
2027. 
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Present: Cllr Scofield (Chairman), Cllr Johnson-Smith (arrived during FC29/25), Cllr De’Ath, Cllr 
Stabb and Cllr Cridland  

In attendance: Andrea Johnson (Clerk), representatives from Roadwater Cricket Club Citizens Advice, 
West Somerset, Blue Anchor Toilets Community Interest Company and Cllr Smith. 

Absent: None 

 

Minute   

FC26/25 Apologies for Absence 

All members of the Committee were present. 

  

FC27/25 Declarations of Interest 

No declarations were made. 

  

FC28/25 Minutes of the meeting on 10 October 2025 

It was unanimously resolved by those Members present who had attended the meeting of the 
Finance Committee on 10 October 2025 that the Chairman should sign the minutes as a 
correct record.  

Proposed: Cllr Johnson -Smith Seconded: Cllr De’Ath 

Action: Chairman to sign the minutes. Clerk to update the website. 

  

FC29/25 Grant application – Roadwater Cricket Club 
Cllr Johnson-Smith joined the meeting during this discussion. 
 
The applicants clarified that repairing the existing mower was uneconomic, and they were now 
seeking support towards the purchase of a new mower as a longer-term solution. As the Cricket 
Club cuts the Recreation Field on behalf of the Roadwater Village Trust, it was understood that 
the mower would be owned by the Trust. 
 
Members noted that the Club held reserves equivalent to over six months’ expenditure and 
would expect the Club to provide match funding from its own resources or other grant sources. 
It was suggested that the Parish Council may be able to assist signposting to grant funding 
routes. 
 
It was proposed that the application be deferred to the next meeting to allow the applicants to 
refine and clarify their request. 
 
It was noted that in previous years, the Parish Council had made a donation to the Cricket Club 
to cover grass cutting costs and it was suggested that this might be included in an application. 
 
Action: Clerk to send the Cricket Club a copy of the grant application form. 
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Minute   

FC30/25 Grant application – West Somerset Citizens Advice 

Members noted that a grant of £1,000 had been requested to support assistance provided 
annually to an average of 20–30 vulnerable parishioners. The funding requested was to 
contribute to adviser costs. It was noted that Citizens Advice receives no central funding, but 
other local parish councils do provide support. 

It was unanimously resolved to recommend to full Council that a grant of £250 be made, 
proportionate to the size of the Parish and the limited grant funding budget. 

Action: Clerk to place on agenda for the next Parish Council meeting 

  

FC31/25 Grant Application – Blue Anchor Toilets Community Interest Company 

Members noted that an amount of £6000 had been requested, and to date interim payments 
totaling £3,000 had been made.  

There was a discussion about the original process by which £6,000 was included in the budget, 
earmarked for Blue Anchor Toilets Community Interest Company. Some members considered 
that the inclusion of £6,000 in the approved budget could reasonably lead the applicants to 
believe that the full amount would be forthcoming. The Clerk reminded members of the advice 
received from Somerset Association of Local Councils at the time the budget was set, that 
inclusion of a figure in the budget is not in itself authority to make payment, and a separate 
resolution is required. 

The applicants had provided details of their income and expenditure for the year to date, and it 
was suggested that these did not support a need for the full amount requested as the Blue 
Anchor Toilets Community Interest Company had reserves of approximately £10000.  

It was resolved to recommend to full Council that an additional £600 be granted, bringing the 
total grant to £3,600. 

Proposed: Cllr Stabb     Seconded: Cllr De’Ath 

Action: Clerk to place on agenda for the next Parish Council meeting 

  

FC32/25 Grants Policy 

The proposed amendments to the Grants Policy were reviewed. It was unanimously resolved to 
defer consideration of the amendments to a later meeting, in view of the ambiguity of some of 
the proposals.  

Action: Clerk to place on agenda of next Finance Committee meeting. 

  

FC33/25 Closing 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 6.55 pm. 

 

Signed………………………………………………………………..    

Chairman     Dated:               2025 
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OLD CLEEVE PARISH COUNCIL 
REPORT TO COUNCIL 

 

Meeting Date: 17 Nov 2025 Proposer: Cllr Judi Stabb 
 

Agenda Item: 13d Blue Anchor Toilets Grant 
 

Purpose of Report 
To make an alternative proposal relating to the grant application by Blue Anchor Community Interest 
Company (BATCIC). 
 
Summary of Recommendations 
To recommend a further payment of £3000, giving a total grant of £6000 for financial year 2025/26 to 
BATCIC. The applicant to be advised to actively seek additional funding streams, as originally requested 
in July 2025, as the Council’s Grants Policy is under review with a likely reduction in available funds in 
2026/2027. 
 
Parish Plan 
 Supporting community volunteer activities is a priority in the Parish Plan. 
 
Funding 
There are funds set aside for grants to community organisations, which are sufficient to cover the 
proposal. 
 
Background and Context 
Following West Somerset Council’s decision to close the toilet facility, Old Cleeve Parish Council 
declined to take over responsibility, and BATCIC was formed to run the toilets. The Parish Council has 
funded BATCIC each year at various levels. In 2024 it awarded BATCIC £3600 in funding. 
 
In January 2025 the Finance Committee recommended the parish budget which included provision for a 
potential grant of £6000 for Blue Anchor Toilets. (Note: inclusion in the budget does not automatically 
constitute a commitment or agreement). 
 
In May 2025 BATCIC formally applied for £6000 funding. In July it was agreed to provide an interim 
payment of £3000, in two tranches, with the question of a further donation to be revisited at the next 
meeting of the Finance Committee, if audited accounts for 2024 – 2025 were available.  The applicant 
was asked to provide evidence of seeking alternative funds, as well as actual costs to date, and audited 
accounts. 
 
The October Finance Committee resolved (by majority) that £600 be awarded. It was noted that BATCIC 
had considerable reserves (likely to be more than £10,000) so there was no immediate threat of closure 
and the total amount requested was a substantial increase (67%) on the previous year, or about 13.5% of 
the total council budget. It appeared that no progress had been made in identifying other funding sources. 
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Options for Council Consideration 
 

Option Cost Advantages Disadvantages/Risks 
Finance Cttee 
Recommendation 

£600 Retains council funds for other 
uses 

Negative response from applicant 

Revised 
recommendation 

£3000 Enables applicant to identify 
other funding avenues  

Restricts council’s financial flexibility. May 
create expectation on future funding levels. 

 

 

Recommendation Option with Reasons 
 

It is considered that provision of the additional £3000 will enable sufficient time for BATCIC to identify other fundraising streams as the 
council cannot commit to a continually increasing amount of public funds being used on one project. The audited accounts show large cash 
reserves which, together with the proposed £3000, will enable the Blue Anchor Toilets to continue to function whilst putting in place other 
methods of fundraising. 
 
 Future grant applications will need to be considered in line with the council’s grants policy, which is yet to be agreed.  Councillors may wish 
to encourage applications from other parts of the parish in line with the Parish Plan. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

CLERK’S REPORT November 2025 
 

 

1. Planning Applications – awaiting decision 
3/26/24/009 Chapel Cleeve Manor, Cleeve Park, Old Cleeve 
3/26/24/010 Land north of Huish Lane, Washford 
APP/W3330/W/24/3353593 Chapel Cleeve Manor, Cleeve Park, Old Cleeve 
3/26/25/001 Land to the West of The Old Post Office, Washford 
APP/F9498/C/24/3357392 Orchard View, Rodhuish 
3/26/25/002 The Coach House Old Cleeve 
6/26/25/003 Roadwater Methodist Church, Roadwater 
6/26/25/009 Hill House, Brendon Hill, Watchet 
3/26/25/015 Monesi, Station Road, Washford 
3/26/25/012 Change of use of storage buildings to holiday lets Home Farm, Blue Anchor  
3/26/25/013 Change of use of storage buildings to holiday lets Home Farm, Blue Anchor 
3/26/25/011 Warren Bay Holiday Village, Cleeve Hill 
APP/E3335/W/25/3372122 Land to the south of 96 & 97 Cleeve Park, Chapel Cleeve 
 

2. Planning Applications and Appeals - decided 
Application 6/26/25/005 for the proposed replacement of an existing conservatory with a single 
storey extension and internal alterations to the existing dwelling at Lower Sminhays Farm, 
Treborough To Sminhays Cross, Treborough has been granted. 

 
3. Matters in progress – not otherwise captured on agenda 

• The relevant Magna Housing Advisor for Clitsome View Roadwater has been asked to issue a 
correction to the original letter, explaining that the Parish Council’s concerns relate to parking 
on the bend at the junction with Batallers Lane. 

• Further signs are to be ordered for the MUGA as recommended in the RoSPA report. 
• The batteries in the defibrillators at Blue Anchor and Washford will be replaced before 

January. 
• Idverde has been asked for a quote for the cost of installing and emptying 2 additional bins at 

Roadwater Recreation Ground. 
• Somerset Council must be asked for permission to place the fossil signs on the railings at 

Blue Anchor.  
• A response is awaited from Somerset Council to the request for them to adopt a Code of 

Conduct for fossil hunting. 
• A draft agreement has been sent to Old Cleeve School and a response is awaited. 
• A response from Highways in relation to Woodadvent Lane is awaited. 
• Information is being collated to apply for a highways work licence from Somerset Council 
• A request has been made for the removal or amendment of a webpage appearing to present 

itself as being connected with, or representing, Old Cleeve Parish Council. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

4. Correspondence from Parishioners - not otherwise covered 
 

Subject matter Action 

A Washford resident expressed 
concerns that a 20-mph limit in Huish 
Lane would be an expensive initiative 
that would achieve very little. The 
money would be better spent on a 20-
mph limit on the A39. 

Explained that road safety in Washford is a key priority 
for the Parish Council. This includes - but is not limited 
to - the introduction of a 20mph limit on the A39 as well 
as on the other roads within the village where 
appropriate. 

Also explained that the school is very supportive of the 
introduction of a 20mph limit in Huish Lane and has 
indicated that it is prepared to raise funds to contribute 
towards the estimated cost of implementation.  

Asking that comments on the donation 
request from Blue Anchor Toilets be 
brought to councillors’ attention 

Circulated 

 

 

 






